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SERMON I. 



THE PIUST eUNDAT IM AUVEMT. 



Zechariah ix. 9. 

Rejoice greatly, daughter of Zion ; shout, O 
daughter of Jerusalem: behold, thy King cometh 
tinto thee: he is just, and having salvation; 
lowly, and riding upon an ass, and upon a colt 
the foal of an asa. 

From the earliest ages, it has been the 
practice of the Church of God to com- 
memorate, at certain fixed seasons, those 
events in its history which characterized 
the dispensation under which it was placed. 
The patriarchal Church observed the Sab- 
bath in memory of the creation : and the 
Israelites kept the Passover, as a memorial 
of their deliverance from Egyptian tyranny; 
the feast of Pentecost, in commemoration 
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2 SERMON I. 

of the ^ving of the law ; and the feast 
of Taberuacles, in remembrance of their 
dwelling in tents during their sojourn in 
the wilderness. 

Piety indeed, and gratitude to their 
Divine Benefactor, and a duteous wish 
to proclaim his goodness to their children's 
children, might have justly led the patri- 
archal and the Jewish churches to com- 
memorate these and the many other re- 
markable events in which that goodness 
was displayed: but Almighty God Him- 
self was pleased to ordain the constant 
observance of the before- mentioned and 
several other festivals ; and thus, by the 
seal of his authority, to commend a like 
practice, and the principle on which it is 
founded, to all generations. 

Such was the impression which the 
Divine appointment made upon the Jews : 
for we find that at different periods of 
their history, they spontaneously instituted 
several fasts and feasts in remembrance of 
the chastisements they had endured, and 
of the signal deliverances they had obtained, 
at the hand of God. The feast of Purim, 
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SERMON I. 3 

commemorating the deliTerance of the Jews 
from the exterminating designs of Haman"; 
and the feast of the Dedication, in memory 
of the cleansing of the temple after its 
defilement by Antiochus Epiphanes*; may 
be mentioned. And no more satisfactory 
proof can be desired, that the Jews did 
well in the institution of these solemnities, 
and that such freewill oflFerings are acc^t- 
able withGod, than that which was famished 
by our blessed Saviour, when He attended 
the feast of the Dedication". Had the 
authority or the principle, on which this 
feast was instituted, been considered by 
Him to vitiate its appointment ; or had 
its observance been reckoned by Him 
amongst those commandments or traditions 
of men, by which the word of Grod was 
made of none eflfect ; it cannot be supposed 
that He would have sanctioned it by his 
presence. But by attending it as He did. 
He has both herein justified the Jews, and 
forcibly commended their example to his 
own disciples. 

' Esth. ix. 20—28. ■■ 1 Mac. iv. 52-— 69. 

■ John X. 22, 23. 

b2 
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4 SERMON I. 

The Christian Church has, therefore, 
from the beginning, been accustomed to 
commemorate, in their order, the leading 
events of our Redeemer's life ; his birth, 
circumcision, and manifestation to the 
Gentiles; his death, resurrection, and 
ascension : together with the descent of 
the Holy Ghost, by whose most perfect 
testimony He is set forth to all men, as 
the only-begotten Son of God, and the 
Saviour of the world. 

In the immediately succeeding times, 
also, there were added to the principal 
festivals certain other days, for the pur- 
pose of increasing their solemnity, and of 
more fully directing attention to the change, 
which the events commemorated in them 
produced in the situation, and ought to 
produce in the conduct, of mankind: — to 
Christmas, for instance, were prefixed the 
Sundays in Advent, and to Easter were 
added some following days. Certain days 
were likewise set apart for thanksgiving 
to God for the benefits bestowed on man- 
kind through the preaching of the holy 
Apostles; and lastly, the memory of the 
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SERMON I. 5 

chief martyrs, confessors, and disciples of 
the Gospel, was celebrated on their re- 
spective anniversaries ; in order that their 
successors might learn to be followers of 
them, in that faith and patience where- 
with they had followed Christ. 

These anniversaries, however, — from the 
constantly increasing number of those who 
attested their belief in Christianity with 
their blood, and ft'om the facility with 
which the Church in after ages admitted 
into the calendar the names of persons 
who were remarkable, at best, rather for 
enthusiasm and singularity, than for god- 
liness, — became at length so multiplied, that 
the original festivals were comparatively 
neglected ; uninstnictive and often mis- 
chievous legends usurped the place of sober 
and scriptural edification ; and the ob- 
servance of holydays either became bur-: 
densome and superstitious, or was made 
an occasion of idleness and revelry. 

But at the time of the Reformation, 
this extravagance was effectually redressed 
in these kingdoms : a ritual, free irom 
legendary and unscriptural innovations. 
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6 SERMON I. 

was compiled after the model and for a 
gi'eat part consisting in substance, of forms 
which had guided the devotions of the 
futhfol in purer times : and by a return 
to the primitive custom, those days and 
seasons, with three exceptions only, were 
appointed to be kept holy, which either 
commemorated the great mysteries of our 
redemption, or were instituted in remem- 
brance of the apostles, evangelists, and 
most illustrious servants of Christ, " whose 
praise is in the Gospel*." The exceptions 
to which I have alluded, are the feasts of 
St. Michael and all Angels, of All Saints, 
and of The Innocents: which are appointed; 
— the first, that we may entreat Almighty 
God to continue to us the aid of those 
holy beings whom He has '* sent forth 
to minister to them who shall be heirs 
of salvation" ;" — the second, that, re- 
membering the communion of Saints ac- 
knowledged in the Apostles' Creed, we 
may remember also our duty of continu- 
ing in that communion, and emulate the 
virtuous and godly living of the servants 

*2Cor. viii. 16. 'Heb. i. 14. 
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SERMON I. 7 

of God departed this life; — Juad the 
third, that, seeing how God has ordained 
strength out of the mouths eyen of babes 
and sucklings, the weakest Christian may 
learn, that in the power of Divine grace, 
he may, by innocency of life, and constancy 
of faith, glorify God's holy name' 

Many other days, indeed, have names 
annexed to them in the calendar of our 
Prayer Book : but they are not appointed 
to be observed. There are no Collects, 
Epistles, or Gospels, assigned to them : 
and the names were retained for no other 
purpose than to designate the days to 
which they are given ; since they had 
been so long used in historical and legal 
documents, and interwoven with so many 
local customs, that the expunging of them 
would have occ^ioned great uncertainty 
or confusion. 

The leading events of our Redeemer's 
life being celebrated in their respective 
order, our ecclesiastical commemorations 
begin each year anew with that in which 
we are this day engaged. It will not 

' See the Collects. 
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S SERMON I. 

tiierefore seem inexpedient, that I should 
have given this slight sketch of the history 
and intention of those coramemoratioBe. 
And let it be remembered, that we are 
not afFected herein by any supposed holi- 
ness or mysterious virtue, in particular 
days or seasons : that we call them holy, 
because they are in a scriptural sense holy, 
or set apart for holy purposes : that we 
do not observe them as necessary or as 
binding on the conscience ; but as an ex- 
pression of gratitude, which even nature 
dictates ; as sanctioned both in their 
principle and observance by scriptural 
analogy, by the practice of the pious in 
all ages and dispensations, and by the 
example of our blessed Lord Himself ; and 
as eminently productive of improvement 
from the great mercies of God in the work 
of our redemption. 

The special designs of the services of 
our Church at this season are, to set before 
us the dignity and character of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, and the puiposes for which 
He came into this world ; that so we may 
be prepared to render the more fervent 
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SERMON I. 9 

thanksgiving to God on the anniTersary 
of our Lord's nativity, for ** His un- 
speakable gift':" to associate in our re- 
flections the awakening prospect of our 
Lord's second advent, with the grateful 
remembrance of his first : to lead us to 
a due improvement of the means which 
Divine grace has vouchsafed to us of 
making ready for his appearing ; and 
to " direct our hearts into the patient 
waiting for it**." 

With these designs then in view, let us 
consider the passage of Scripture before 
us : ** Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion ; 
shout, O daughter of Jerusalem : behold, 
thy King cometh unto thee : He is just, 
and having salvation ; lowly, and riding 
upon an ass, and upon a colt the foal of 
an ass^" 

The words of the prophet relate pri- 
marily and literally to the public entry 
of our Lord into Jerusalem, a few days 
before his crucifixion : but our Church, 
in appointing the portion of the Evangelist 
where they are quoted in this connection, 

' 2 Cor. a. 15. "2 Thess. iii. 5. 
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fin* ^e Gospel of this day, evidently de- 
termines that they are appUcable also in 
spirit, to the entry of our Ijord into the 
world in our likeness. A brief inquiry 
will evince the justness of this determina- 
tion : for there can be no hesitation re- 
specting any part of the passage, but that 
in which it is foretold that He should 
eome " riding on an ass, and upon a colt 
the foal of an ass." 

This action is related of Him on the 
one occasion only to which we have re- 
ferred : and it is evident, both from the 
words of the prophet, and from the circum- 
stances accompanying their fulfilment, that 
it was of that class of actions which were 
intended to signify some important trutji 
to the spectators, and of which there are 
many recorded in Scripture. Of what 
then was this action of Christ significant ? 

Among ^e laws to be observed by every 
israelitish king, we find this provision : 
** He shall not multiply horses to himself, 
nor cause the people to return to Egypt, 
to the end that he should multiply horses : 
forasmuch as the Lord hath ,said unto you. 
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Ye shiftU henceforth return uo more tJukt 
way'." The multij^eation of horses being 
forbidden to the king, much m(»-e was it 
forbidden to private individuals : for the 
horse, not having been yet used for agri» 
cultural purposes, could be employed only 
for state or war. Accordingly we find,' 
that in no part of the Mosaic law is the 
possession of horses by any Israelite, of 
whatever rank, even so much as recognized. 
Nor indeed does it appear to have been 
protected. The tenth commandment, for 
one instance out of many, while it par- 
ticularizes the ox and the ass, omits all 
mention of the horse''. 

One reason of this peculiarity is to be 
found in the words of the law itself. It 
was, that as horses could be procured in 
those times &om Egypt alone, Uie people 
might not visit that country even tem- 
porarily, and be in danger of falling into 
its idolatrous practices. But there was 
another reason of equal importance. As 
the law was thus preventive of the Israelites 

■ Deut. xvii, 16. ^ See also Deut. xxii. 1, &c. ; 

and xxviii. S). 
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; the wor^p of false gods, it was 
defflgned also to exercise tiieir trust in 
the true Grod. In acquiring and keeping 
possession of the promised land, they 
would be opposed by enemies, whose 
force, like that of Egypt which was over- 
wfaehned at the Red Sea, consisted chiefly 
of horses and chariots ; and with whom, 
According to human judgment, the Israelites, 
fitting on foot, would be utterly unable 
to cope. But Grod had taken them under 
his peculiar care : He had engaged his 
honour and his truth to '' bring them in 
unto tiie laud eonceming the which H@ 
did swear to gire it to Abraham, to Isaac, 
and to Jacob," and to secure it to them " fotr 
an heritage'," and perpetual possession. 
And though, when human means seem 
best calculated to secure their object, the 
success of them depends in reality upon 
the proTidence of God ; yet He designed 
to make his interposition and care on 
behalf of the Israelites visible both to them 
uid to their enemies ; so that it might be 
known by all that He is the hardy aud that 

' Exod. vi. 8. 
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SERMON I: 13 

there is none else. He designed to cul aiF; 
all occasion of boasting on the ooe . side ; 
so that they should not *' say in their heart. 
My power and the might of mine hand 
hath gotten me this wealth" :" and on the 
other, that the heathen might be taught 
in a language which could not be misinter- 
preted ; ho\^ vain were all their gods ; and 
how Tain were the mightiest help and 
pr^arations of man, when arrayed against 
the God of Israel. 

In conformity with this design, the u&q 
of the horse was forbidden in the IsraeUtisb 
armies : and this, in the state of military 
science at that time, placed them in great 
and manifest inferiority to their enemies, 
whose main force consisted, as has been 
said, of chariots and horsemen. The 
success of the Israelites in war was, 
therefore, palpably dependent on the help 
of their Gtod : and upon that help they 
were encouraged to rely with all confi- 
dence. " When thou goest out to battle 
against thine enemies," suth the Lord, 
"^ and seest horses and chariots, and a 

■" Deut. viii. 17. 
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14 SERMON I. 

people more tl^ tfaon, be not afraid <rf 
them : for the Lord thy God is with tliee, 
which brought thee up out of Hie land of 
Egypt*/* And when they were ** come 
nigh unto the battle/* the priest was ever 
to encourage them with theae words : 
" Hear, O Israel : ye approach this day 
mito battle t^tunst your enemies : kt not 
your hearts &int; fear not, and do not 
tremble, neither be ye terrified because of 
them. For the Lord thy God is He that 
goeth with you, to fight for you against 
your enemies, to save you'." The officers, 
moreoTer, were to proclaim fall liberty 
for all the fearful and fidnt-hearted to 
withdraw. Nay, there are not wanting 
instances in which, when the number of 
the people of Israel ready for battle was 
so great as to give some apparent hope of 
victory, a very small number were per- 
mitted to go forth, that the victory and 
the triumph might be the Lord's only. 
Thus in the case of Gideon, " the Lord 
said unto him. The people that are with 
thee are too many for me to give the 

" Deut. xs. 1 . see also xxxi, 3 — 8. ■ Ibid. ver. 58 — 4. 
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SERMON I. 15 

Midianites into their hands, lest lacad. 
Taunt themselves agaiirat me, saying. Mine 
tfwti hand hath sayed me':" and out of 
thirty and two thousand men brought into 
the field, no more than three hundred 
were permitted to go against the enemy ; 
of whom, nevertheless, they destroyed as 
many as an hundred and thirty-five thousand 
men. 

Thus we perceive the peculiar force 
and appropriateness of Miriam's response : 
" Sing ye to the Lord, for He hsUh tri- 
umphed gloriously ; the horse and his rider 
hath He thrown into the sea*"." And thus 
also we can appreciate the hteral truth, 
and the beauty as well as jHety, of these 
expressions of the Psalmist: •' We have 
heard with our ears, O God, our fathers 
have told us, what work thou <Mdst in their 
days, in the times of old. How thou didst 
drive out the heathen with thy hand, and 
plantedst them ; how thou didst afflict ths 
people, and cast them out. For they gat 
not the laud in possession by their own 
sword, neither did their own arm save 

"* Judges vii. 2. ' Exod. xv. 21. 
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them : but thy right hand, and thine arm, 
and the light of thy countenance, becaust; 
thou hadst a favour unto them'." " There 
is no king saved by the multitude of an host, 
a mighty man is not delivered by much 
strength. An horse is a vain thing for 
safety : neither shall he deliver any by his 
great strength. Behold, the eye of the 
Lord is upon them that fear Him, upon 
them that hope in his mercy, to deliver 
their soul from death'." 

Under the extraordinary circumstances, 
therefore, in which the Israelites diflfered 
from all other nations both ancient and 
modem, that disregard of fit means, which 
in others would have been presumption 
and a defiance of Providence, became in 
them an indispensable test of obedience to 
their Divine Protector. And when the 
Psalmist expressed the resolution, ** Some 
trust in chariots, and some in horses ; but 
we will remember the name of the Lord 
our God';" he described with equal strict- 
ness and piety, the duty and the strength 
of -Israel. 

' Ps. xbV. 1—3. ■ Pa. Mxiii. 16—19. ' Ps. xx. 7. 
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This duty was carefully observed until 
the time of David. The forbidden animal 
was employed neither in war nor for 
pomp,'nor even for the mere convenience 
of riding. The horses taken from the 
enemy were houghed, and the chariots 
burned with fire; until David, having 
taken firom Hadadezer the king of Zobah 
" a thousand chariots and seven hundred 
horsemen, — houghed all the chariot horses, 
but reserved of them for an hxmdred 
chariots"." It does not appear that he 
applied them to his own personal use, and 
he evidently did not intend so small a 
number for the purposes of w4r. It can 
only be conjectured, that he probably used 
them ** for state in peace ;" and perhaps 
•' so far he complied," — ^to use the words 
of a learned prelate', — " with the true sense 
and spirit of the law." 

** It is very much to be remarked," 
says the same author, " that during the 
period, fi-om the coming out of Egypt to 
the end of David's reign, the people of 

' 2 Sam. Tiii. 4. * Kehop Sherlock ; fourth 

DisHCrtation, appended to bis Disconrws on Prophec)r. 
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Israel never suffered for want of force and 
strength in war ; they were often punished, 
as they often deserved it, for their idol- 
atry; but whenever they repented and 
turned to God, their deliverance did not 
wait for want of forces. Troops few in 
number, and seemingly unfit for action, 
supported neither by chariots nor by 
horsemen, proved an overmatch for royal 
armies." 

" During this period also," notwith- 
standing various checks, the kingdom 
of Israel continued to increase, until it 
" was carried to its utmost height by 
David." But Solomon having introduced 
horses and chariots into his army, the 
kingdom was divided in his son's time ; 
and his successors, in each division of his 
kingdom, following his example, both 
Israel and Judah gradually declined, and 
were at length carried into captivity. I do 
not mean to say that there were not other 
offences of a much graver nature, which 
provoked their Divine Protector to with- 
draw his favour from them: but the 
prophet Isaiah, in the first Lesson for this 
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eTening's service, when detailing the rea- 
sons why God " had forsaken his people 
the house of Jacob," mentions the multi- 
tude of their horses and chariots as one of 
those causes. " They be replenished from 
the east, and are soothsayers like the 
Philistines, and they please themselves in 
the children of strangers. Their land also 
is full of silver and gold, neither is there 
any end of their treasures;" — their king 
being prohibited from greatly multiplying 
to himself silver and gold, as well as 
horses?; — " their land is also full of horses, 
neither is there any end of their chariots: 
their land also is fidl of idols'." And in 
another place, " woe" is denounced against 
" them that go down to Egypt for help; and 
stay on horses, and trust in chariots, because 
they are many ; and in horsemen, because 
they are very strong; but look not unto the 
Holy One of Israel, neither seek the Lord'." 
From these considerations, we may clearly 
deduce the intention of our Saviour's riding 
on the ass, when He made his pubUc 
entry into Jerusalem. We have seen that 
" Dent xvii. 17. ' Isa. ii. 6 — 8. ' Ibid. xxxi. J. 
C2 
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the multiplicatioii of horses was perempto- 
rily forbidden : that the possession of any 
of them was not recognized, and does not 
appear to have been protected, by the 
law : and that the only purpose for which 
the Israelites could, with any probability 
of innocence, employ them, was that of 
increasing the pomp and state of their 
king. An Israelite, therefore, and much 
more a king of Israel, anxious " to fulfil 
all righteousness''," would abstain from 
using the animal in any way: for though the 
king might, as David probably did, keep a 
small number of horses for peaceitd show, 
without actual infringement of the law ; yet 
the law would be still better fulfilled by 
not keeping them for any purpose. And 
that Sovereign, who was to be " lowly," 
and " despised and rejected of men'," — 
whose " kingdom was not of this world^," 
— would neither desire nor employ any of 
the ensigns of worldly grandeur. 

The horse also being peculiarly adapted 
for war", and being confined almost wholly 

'' Matt. iii. 16. * ls&. IJii. 3. * John xviii. 36. 

• See the beautiful passage in Job xxxix. 19 — 25. 
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to it and to kindred objects ; it would 
have been altogether opposed to the cha- 
racter of Him who was to be *' The Prince 
of Peace^" and who should " speak peace 
unto the heathen*," to have been mounted 
on that animal in his formal appearance 
as the King of Zion : and He would have 
been following the example of those princes, 
who, so far from delivering their people, 
led them into manifold calamities, and 
at length saw them carried away captive. 
For though David retained, as we have 
swd, a small number of horses, probably 
for state ; he does not appear to have used 
them himself''. 

Again : to have used the forbidden 
animal, and thus to have set an example to 
his followers that they should be similarly 
provided, would have been an indubitable 
mark of indifference to the honour of God, 
and of distrust in Him ; and would at once 
have betokened that ** the weapons of" his 
** warfare" were " carnal," instead of 
being ** mighty through God to the pulling 

' Jsa. ix. 6. i Zech. ix. 10. " 1 Kings i. 33. 
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down of strong holds'." Nor must we 
omit to observe, that in the Terse follow- 
ing the text, the Almighty proclaims, 
" I will cut off the chariot from Ephraim, 
aud the horse from Jerusalem, and the 
battle bow shall be cut off;" and that in 
the following chapter it is sud, ** the 
nders on horses shall be confounded^." 

The King of Zion was now about to 
commence his reign. He had, but a few 
days before, raised up Lazarus from the 
dead : and being now on his way to Jeru- 
salem, great multitudes, having heard of 
this miracle, went forth to meet Him, when 
his approach was announced. To have 
walked on foot, which had been his ordi- 
nary,-and, indeed, constant, mode of tra- 
velling by land, would, for this reason, 
have been insufficient to arrest attention, 
or to intimate his claims. But these 
purposes were fully attained by the action 
foretold of Him in the text, and related of 
Him in the Gospel for this day. " And 
when they drew nigh unto Jerusalem," 
says the Evangelist, '* and were come to 

' 2 Cop. x. 4. ' Zech. x. 5. 
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Bethphage, unto the mount of Olives, 
then sent Jesus two disciples, saying unto 
them. Go into the village over against you, 
and straightvray ye shall find an ass tied, 
and a colt with her : loose them, and bring 
them unto me. And if any man say ought 
unto you, ye shall say. The Lord hath 
need of them; and straightway he will 
send them." " And Jesus," says St. 
John, '* when He had found a young ass, 
sat thereon'." 

The same miraculous power by which 
He procured this animal, could have called 
forth the stateUest equipage and the most 
imposing pomp. But how then could the 
Scripture have been fiilfilled ? He was per- 
fectly just and righteous ; and how then 
could He have transgressed the law? He 
was to bring salvation to his people : and 
how then could He have employed means, 
which had always hitherto provoked ^e 
Divine displeasure, and brought down ruin 
instead of deliverance. He was lowly : 
and how then could He have assumed any 
of the ensigns of worldly state ? The King 

' John xii. 14. 
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of Israel, therefore, came, '* riding on an ass, 
and a colt the foal of an ass : " thus signify- 
ing his justice ; his rigid observance of the 
law; his trust in Him who alone " giveth 
victory unto kings," and, thence, his 
abiUty to save. Thus also He signified 
the peaceful and spiritual nature of his 
kingdom; and withal the lowUness ^d 
meekness of his character. 

To impress these things still more 
strongly on the spectators. He selected a 
young ass not yet weaned, nor subdued to 
man's use, and which was therefore still 
more strikingly unfit, than one of a fidl age, 
for the purposes of war, or even of the 
humblest pomp. And it is not the least 
engaging feature in the transaction, that 
He would not have the dam separated 
from her young ; though the power by 
which He so readily obtained them might, 
for the time, have overruled or suspended 
their natural affections : and thus again 
did He intimate the gentle and benevolent 
intentions of his reign. 

What wonder then, that the multitude 
** took branches of palm trees, and went 
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forth to meet Him;" that they " spread 
their garments in the way, and cut down 
branches from the trees, and strawed them 
in the way?" and that " the multitudes 
that went before, and that followed, cried, 
saying, Hosanna to the Son of David ■": 
blessed is He that cometh in the name of 
the Lord": peace in heaTen, and glory in 
the highest*." 

Such then was the meaning of this 
action of our blessed Saviour. It was 
a sign that He was just and lowly. It 
was a sign that He came in the name of 
the Lord. It intimated those quahfications 
for the Messiahship, and above all, his 
ability to save, which some of the circum- 
stances attending his birth did. It was 
used to announce that which the sight 
of ** the babe wrapped in swaddling clothes 
and lying in the manger," signified to the 
shepherds : that there was *' that day in 
the city of David a Saviour, which is Christ 
the Lord*"." And thus it is at once apparent, 
how applicable our text is in spirit not 

■" Matt. xxi. 8, 9. ' John xii. 13. " Luke xix. 38. 
" Luke ii. 11,12. 
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only to his fomui adTent, if we may so 
call his public entry into Jerusalem, but 
to his actual coming in the flesh. 

Thus did the Captain of our salvation 
go forth, " conquering and to conquer^;" 
*' not by might, nor by power, but by the 
Spirit of the Lord of hosts*." And what 
were the enemies to be subdued by Him ? 
Not the Romans, as the carnal-minded Jew 
did hope ; but the corruptions and the 
sins of men. He came that He might 
redeem ** unto Himself a peculiar people, 
zealous of good works'." He came to 
set up a kingdom which should not be 
destroyed, and whose inhabitants should 
*' learn righteousness'." He came, that 
" the kingdoms of this world" should 
*' become the kingdoms of our Lord and 
of his Christ"." And " those his enemies 
who would not that He should reign over 
them"," He shall " break with a rod of 
iron, and dash them in pieces like a potter's 
vessel'." 



' Rev. vi. 6. 


■ Zech. iv. 6. 


•Tit. ii. 14 


Isa. XXVI. 9. 


• Rev. xi. 15. 


' Luke xix. 27 


P8.ii. 9. 
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DoeB not, then, the all-important question 
Immediately present itself to the heart of 
each one of us : Have we suhmitted our- 
selves to his power ? Does our obedience 
to Him compiise, not the mere service 
of the lips at those stated periods, when 
our reputation or public custom demands 
it ; but, the service of our daily life also ? 
Is his authority acknowledged in the heart ; 
and does it thence sway the whole man, 
" that in all" our ** thoughts, words, 
and works," we are " ever seeking his 
honour and glory"," and ever mortifying 
those vain imaginations, those worldly 
and sensual dispositions, which not only 
" war against the soul'," but " exalt 
themselves against the knowledge of*" 
Christ ? 

Blessed are they who are thus '* wiUing, 
in the day of his power'." For though He 
is gone forth, the might with which He 
was invested, gives the infallible assurance 
that He will one day come again with 
victory : and then will He *' render to 

• Prayer for the King in the Communion. 

■ 1 Pet. ii. 11. "2 Cor. x. 5. ' Pu. ex. 3. 
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every man according to bis deeds : to 
them who by patieot continaiuice in well- 
doing, seek for glory, and honour, and 
immortality, eternal life; but unto them 
that are contentious, and obey not the 
truth, but obey unrighteousness, indigna- 
tion and wrath, tribulation and anguish, 
upon every soul of man that doeth evil; 
but glory, honour, and peace, to every 
man that worketh good''." 

* Rom. ii. 6—10. 



.y Google 



SERMON II. 



THB THIBD BDHDAT IN ADVENT. 



1 Cor. iv. 1. 

Let a man so account of us, aa of the nanisters 
of Christ, and stewards of the mysteries of 
God. 

The Collect for this day invites our 
attention to the object for which the 
Christian ministry was appointed: namely, 
that, as John the Baptist was sent to 
prepare the way before our Lord Jesus 
Christ at his first coming ; so " the minis- 
ters and stewards of his mysteries may 
likewise prepare and make ready bis way, 
by turning the hearts of the disobedient 
to the wisdom of the just ; that at his 
second coming to judge the world, we 
may be found an acceptable people in 
his sight." 
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To accomplish this object, it is incumbent 
on the ministers of Christ ditigently to 
instruct, admonish, and exhort the people 
committed to their chai^; but the success 
of their labours depends no less essentially 
on that help which the Collect implores, 
and on their respective flocks cooperating 
with them as " the ministers of Christ, 
and stewards of the mysteries of God." 

Of the necessity of Divine help to the 
success of the Christian ministry, we might 
be convinced without any specific proof 
from the Scriptures : for if it be true in 
matters of general providence, that " ex- 
cept the Lord build the house, they labour 
in vain that build it," and *' except the 
Lord keep the city, the watchman waketh 
but in vain';" so also must his especi^ 
aid be necessary in building up the spiritual 
edifice of Christ's Church. But we have 
the clear proof of Scripture from the pen 
of St. Paul, who confirms the truth of this 
position by his own unequalled experience. 
" I," he says, " have planted ; Apollos 
watered ; but God giveth the increase. 

* Ps. CXXTli. 1. 
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So then neither is he that planteth any 
thing, neither he that watereth, but God 
that giveth the increase**." And though 
he " laboured more abundantly than all 
the other apostles," he yet piously de- 
cliu«d, that it was not he, *' but the 
grace of God which was with him* j" and 
that he was not " sufficient of himself to 
think any thing as of himself, but his 
sufficiency was of God, who made him" 
and his fellow labourers " able ministers 
of the new testamenf"." 

A brief consideration also of the increase 
of which St. Paul speaks, will lead to the 
same conclusion. It consists in men being 
brought to repentance"; in their hearts 
being opened ** to the acknowledging 
of the truth' ;" in their believingf on 
that name, than which " there is none 
other under heaven given among men 
whereby we must be saved'';" in their 
being united to that holy society which 
Christ hath loved* and " purchased with 

' 1 Cor. iii. 6, 7. ' 1 Cor. xv. 10. " 2 Cor. iii. 6, 6. 
• Acta xvii. 30. ' 2 Tim. ii. 26. • Acts xvi. 31. 

" Ibid. iv. 12. i Eph. t. 26. 
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his own blood ""j" and in their living^ 
" soberly, righteously, and godly in this 
present world'." But we read, that the 
giring of repentance belongs to that office, 
to which the Son of the most high God 
has been exalted*", and to that Divine 
Spirit, who was sent to '* reprove the 
world of sin";" that it is the Lord who 
opens men's hearts to ** attend unto the 
things which are spoken of"" his ministers; 
and that it is He who " added to the 
Church such as should be savedi*." Not 
indeed, we may observe, that by the ex- 
pression, " such as should be saved," we 
are to understand such persons as were 
predestinated to certain salvation, or such 
as, previously to their being *' added to 
the Church," either were in a state of 
salvation, or had already attained it ; but, 
as the original word simply means, " such 
as were being saved — such as were in a 
way to salvation." And again, the faith 
by which we are saved " is the gift of 



» Acts XT. 28. ' Tit. ii. 12. " Acts v. 31. 

■ John xvi. 8. ■ Acts xvi. 14, f Ibid. ii. 47. 
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God*','* as it is also the only root' of that 
** godliness" which ** hath the promise oV 
his favour in ** tiiis life/' and of his blessedi 
ness in tbe life " which is to come*." 

Let us, however, be on our guard against 
an abuse, which is not unfrequently made 
of tJiis doctrine. That abuse is perceived 
in the following sophism : ''If the success 
even of the Apostles and first preachers of 
the Gospel d^>ended so essentially on the 
Divine help; much more must the success 
of any future teachers, professing the name 
and cause of Christ, be attributed to the 
same influence." Were the argument, in- 
deed, always put forth in this manner, it 
would perhaps have little effect: for the 
conclusion so evidently depends on the 
alleged profession being sincere and true, 
and on the success being in both cases of 
the same kind, that attention would be at 
once directed to the necessity of ascertain- 
ing these facts. But when the partisan 
dilates on the numerous proselytes and 
extensive operations of the institution to 

** Eph. ii. 8. ' Heb. xi. 6. and John xt. 5. 

• I Tim. iv. 8. 
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which he belongs, and ui^es them as a 
proof that God has blessed and owned it as 
his cause ; the argument assumes a much 
more efficient character. In this form it 
sometimes lulls suspidon itself to sleep ; 
and often makes way for the well-timed 
application of Gamahel's remonstrance : 
" If this work or counsel were of men, it 
would haTC come to nought ; but if it be," 
as ye see so strong proof that it is, " of 
God, ye cannot overthrow it:" and thus 
irom fear lest the case in question should 
be one in which not to fevour is to oppose*, 
and lest in opposing they should " haply 
be found even to fight against God";" fresh 
proselytes are gained irom amongst the 
ignorant, and the irresolute defenders of 
truth and unity are silenced and disarmed. 

This, indeed, could not be blamed, if 
the truth and goodness of a cause were in 
proportion to its success : but then the 
millions of the heathen would prove that 
idolatry is of God; and the triumphs of 
Mohammed would attest, that the licentious 
and blood-thirsty ravings of the Koran, 

' Matt. xii. 30. ' Acts v. 38, 39. 
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haTe nearly equal claims with the pure 
and saving wisdom of the Gospel. Such, 
however, are not the conclusious to which 
the Scripture would lead us. Noah was 
** a preacher of righteousness," when the 
whole '* world" was " ungodly':" Abraham 
was " the friend of Gody," when nearly all 
the kindreds of the earth had gone away 
after their idols : the children of Israel 
were the people of God, even when groan- 
ing under the hard bondage of Egypt ; 
Elijah was still the prophet of the Lord, 
though his people had forsaken the holy 
covenant, and the friends of righteousness 
were but a very small remnant: the Gospel 
was " the power of God unto salvation"," 
even when the servants of a crucified 
Master were, as to their worldly condition, 
'* of all men most miserable':" the Church 
of Christ has ever been " the Church of 
the living God, the pillar and ground of 
the truth'';" though all the powers of earth 
and hell have been combined to overthrow 
it. 

" 2 Peter ii. 5. » James ii. 23. ' Romans i. 16. 
■ I Cor. XV. 19. ' 1 Tim, iii. 1.5. 
D 2 
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The goodness of a cause, therefore, may 
often be in the inverse proportion of suc- 
cess. In the end, it will not be so : but 
until the end come, the tree is to be judged 
by the quality, not by the quantity, of its 
fruit". The intrinsic merits of any ** work 
or counsel," can alone enable us to deter- 
mine whether its success has been per- 
mitted as a punishment for our faults, and 
" that they which are approved might be 
made manifest^," or whether it is to be 
attributed to the favour of the Most High. 
And of this we may be well assured, that 
as sin and error are too congenial to man- 
kind to require any extrinsic assistance for 
their propagation ; so the cause of true 
TeUgion never can prosper without the help 
and blessing of God. 

But necessary as is the assistance of God 
to the success of the Christian pastor, it is 
incumbent on us to remember, that much 
depends also on our own conduct. Our 
blessed Lord ascribed the fewness of his 
disciples not only to the want of that 
spiritual influence which is necessary to 

< Matt. Tii. 16. ' 1 Cor. zi. 19. 



..Google 



SERMON II. 37 

draw men to Him', and which the Father 
of heaven was ready to give at their re- 
quest^; but also to the unwillingness of 
men themselves: "ye will not come to 
me," He complains, " that ye might have 
life*." His disciples therefore are said 
both to have received " power to become 
the sons of God*"/' and to be ** willing in 
the day of his power*." We are likewise 
warned that the Holy Spirit, who in the 
economy of the Gospel is Uiat Person of 
the Godhead from whom all gracious In- 
fluences proceed, may be so grieved'' by us 
as to withdraw his presence : that his 
grace may be effectually resisted', and its 
light quenched" in our hearts; so that 
thou^ ^ven, though intended, though 
sufficient, for the attainment of our salva- 
tion, it may, on the contrary, add to our 
guilt, and be the occasion of our more awM 
downfall". 



• John vi. 44. ' Luke li. 13. ' John v. 40. 

Mbid. i. 12. 'P8.M. 3. »Eph.iv. 30. 'Acts 
vii. 51. - 1 Thess. V. 19. " Pe. Ixii. 23. Prayer 
Book translation. 
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Iliese solemn truths will be more per- 
tinently applied to our present purpose, 
and will be brought in a more practical 
manner to the consdence, if we consider 
that it is '^ by the foolishness of preaching 
it hath pleased God to save them that 
believe";" that the ministry of his holy 
word, and the celebration of those ordi- 
nances which He has instituted in his 
Church, are the appointed means of our 
receiving the grace which is necessary and 
effectual to salvation. But if these means 
of grace be disregarded, the grace itself 
which they are intended to communicate, 
will be virtually disregarded also ; and 
therefore there cannot be any Scriptural 
hope that it will be given. He too that 
slights one of the means of grace, will have 
little real disposition to put their due value 
on the others. If then men would save 
themselves ; if we, the pastors of Christ's 
flock, are to accomplish the objects in- 
tended by our office; do we not justly 
expect that our people should work to- 
gether with us, and " so account of us, 

• ICor. i. 21. 
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as the ministers of Christ, and stewards 
of the mysteries of God ?" 

We do not expect that the people should 
take upon themselves any part of the 
priest's office; for that would be to work 
against him, instead of with him : but we 
mefm that they should attend upon his 
ministrations with all diligence ; that they 
should unite with him in the appointed 
offices of divine worship with humble and 
earnest devotion ; that they should " hear 
and receive" from him the word of God 
" with meek heart and due reverence P;" 
that they should attend to his discourse 
from the pulpit, not as a subject whereon 
to exercise their taste or critical sagacity, 
but as one of the ordinances of God for 
their conviction and salvation; that they 
should carefully weigh at home the truth 
and consequences of what he has delivered 
to them, and pray that it may have its due 
effect upon their hearts and lives; that, 
giving all diligence to the things which 
make for their own salvation, they should 

<• The Prayer for the whole state of Christ's Charch 
militant here on earth. 
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also gDArd f^sunst their puttii^ a etumbliag 
block in another's way, and as much as 
thor station and opportunities permit, help 
forward the salvation of thdr brethren: 
that instead of seeking ** to keep badi: 
part'" of that which is lawfully doe to 
their minister, they should dieerfully ren- 
der it, doing as much as in them lies to lay 
no unnecessary addition of care upon him, 
so that he may have leisure and quiet Of 
mind to ^^ wait on his ministry';" that 
they should look upon him as subject to 
human infirmity in an equal degree with 
themselves : and that in all thdr inter- 
course with him they should remember, 
that he is to " watch for their souls as" 
one " that must give account'." 

Now it cannot be denied that these 
things are far from being always or uni- 
versally practised : and it is equally unde- 
niable, that one of the most common and 
influential reasons why they are not so 
practised, is, that people too often forget 
tiie peculiar character with which their 
pastors are invested, as the ministers of 

' Acts T. 3. • Rom. xii. 7. • Heb. xiii. 17. 
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God, reconciling the world through Christ 
unto Himself. Many regwd us merely as 
members of a respectaWe profession, or as 
competitors with the different and differing 
preachers aroimd us for the pubUc favour. 
In &e estimation of such persons, pastoral 
actiTity fuid diligence appear in no higher 
light than as being statable to our vocation, 
and are to be borne with, only that we may 
have a fair opportunity of advancing our- 
selves in tlie world. With others again, 
pastoral fideUty is considered intrusive : 
and when we are on the watch against men 
who could make their gain of the people, 
many are ready to brand our faithful and 
conscientious zeal with the epithets of iUi- 
beraUty, intolerance, bigotry, and popery. 
Or if the minister of God, in fulfilment 
of his ordination vows, has the courage 
to warn his people agwnst the crafty 
heresies which may from time to time 
be introduced among them ; or to remon- 
strate against the iniquity which may 
abound in various shapes under the mask 
of religion : the very mention of an opinion 
which may be entertained in the present 
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day, by the name of heresy, sabjeets 
him to the imputation of setting' himself 
iq) as an inMUble judge ; and his aaxiety 
to preserve the flock committed to his 
chai^ from the most insidious and danger- 
ous Tices, seems sufficient proof with some, 
that he knows " not what manner of 
spirit he is of*/' and is an adversary of the 
people of God. 

I am aware that I am treading on deli- 
cate ground: but the circumstances of 
most parishes in this kingdom, make 
it necessary that the parochiid minister 
should do violence to his ovra feelings on 
occasions like the present, when the ser- 
vices of the day call our attention to the 
subject, and should remind his people 
" into how high a dignity, and to how 
weighty an office and chai^, he hath been 
called";" and should tell them, that there 
are duties consequently incumbent upon 
them, which indeed ill accord vrith the 
loose notions of these times, but which, 
notwithstanding, the Gospel expressly and 
repeatedly enjoins. For this he has both 

' Lnke ix. 66. ■ Service for the Ordering of Priests. 
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i:he warrant and example of St. Paul ; than 
which he can surely require no better. 
Let us then inquire who are they that are to 
be so accounted of " as ministers of Christ, 
and stewards of the mysteries of God." 

In dehrering the commission of the 
sacred ministry to his apostles, our most 
blessed Lord and Saviour, to whom all 
authority and power In heaven and in earth 
are committed, said, " As my Father hath 
sent me, even so send I you. — ^Whose soever 
sins ye remit, they are remitted unto them; 
and whose soever sins ye retain, they are 
retained"." " Go ye, therefore, and teach 
all nations, baptizing them in the name of 
the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy 
Ghost; teaching them to observe all things 
whatsoever I have commanded you ; and, 
lo, I am with you alway, even unto the end 
of the world";" that is, with you, with 
those whom ye shall put in your stead, and 
with their appointed successors through 
all succeeding generations : for otherwise 
He could not perform his promise to be 
with them " alway, even unto the end of 

• John XX. 21, 23. - Matt. xxYiii. 19, 20. 
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the world." Some will have it, that by. 
the end of the worlds our Lord meant no 
more than the end of the Jewish dispens- 
ation ; — taking for granted that the Jewish 
dispensation continued as long as the 
temple remained standing. But this is 
an evident mistake : for though the Jews 
continued the services of the temple while 
it stood, yet their dispensation necessarily 
ended as soon as the Christian dispensation 
commenced. When that which was per- 
fect was come, then that which was imper- 
fect was done away. Such an inter- 
pretation of our Saviour's promise would, 
therefore, reduce its fulfilment to an im- 
possibility; since the vail of the temple 
was rent in twain, the one sacrifice once for 
all had been offered, and our great High 
Priest was about to enter into the holiest 
of all, when He gave it. The aposties 
were to die as other men ; and the promise 
being given to them *' unto the end of the 
world," or of the Christian dispensation, 
it must of necessity be entailed on their 
representatives in the ministry, successively 
appointed according to the institution of 
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Christ It was given to none others ; nor 
can it be extended by any legitimate prin- 
ciple of interpretation to any, however 
pious or learned, however eloquent or 
powerful, but the duly appointed suc- 
cessors of those to whom it was first 
given. And it is evident that one breach 
in the line of succession, by the intrusion 
of a person either self-appointed, or ap- 
pointed only by those who have received 
no such authority, must annul the claims 
of all t^t follow. They are no longer 
successors or representatives of the Apo- 
sties ; no longer included in the " with 
you" of our Saviour's promise. 

Here then is tiie institution of Uie chief 
order of the Christiwi ministry in the 
persons of the Apostles ; witti power to 
preach the Gospel, to dispense the mysteries 
of our faith, and even as the chief Shepherd 
and Bishop of our souls sent forth them, 
so they also should send forth others to do 
tiie same, and to perpetuate their ministry 
to the end of the world. 

In the exercise of the power so com- 
mitted to them, the Apostles instituted. two 
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subordinate classes of ministers, to whom 
they delegated the ministry of the word 
and sacraments ; communicating the whole 
of their power, especially that of sending 
forth others, to those only who were to 
succeed themselves. One of these two 
orders were called deacons : the other, 
as long as the Apostles continued to 
govern the church, were called indifferently 
bishops and priests : and those whom the 
Apostles ordained to succeed themselves, 
imd to whom they committed their full 
spiritual power, were also called apostles, 
angels, bishops, or priests. But after the 
death of the Twelve, the title of Apostle 
was confined to them, as having been 
appointed personally by our blessed Lord 
Himself; the title of bishop was confined 
to their successors ; the title of presbyter 
or priest, to the second order; and the 
third continued to bear their original name 
of deacon : under which three names of 
bishops, priests, and deacons, the ministry 
has been uninterruptedly continued to the 
present day. 

The application of the titles bishop and 
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priest in common to the same order, has 
appeared to some a sufficient ground for 
maintaining, that the distinction now made 
between bishops and priests, and admitted 
to have been universally made almost from 
the times of the Apostles, has no found- 
ation in Scripture or in the Apostolical 
institution; and that consequently the 
priest or presbyter was orig^ally, and of 
right is still, possessed of the full authority 
of the Apostles' successors. But, as Hooker 
well observes, " with all names this is 
usual, that inasmuch as they are not given 
till the things whereunto they are given 
have been sometime first observed; there- 
fore generally things are ancienter than the 
names whereby they are called'." It does 
not appear that even the deacons, about 
whom there is no dispute in this respect, 
were so denominated immediately on the 
institution of their order. The first men- 
tion we find of them by this title is in an 
Epistle of St. Paul", written more than 
twenty years afterwards. The title may 
have been given to them much sooner than 

' Eccl. Polity, viL 2. ' 1 Tim. iii. & 
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the date of that Epistle ; but we have no 
evidence that it was given at the first ; and 
even when given to them, it was also ap- 
plied to the other orders. None of the 
three orders, indeed, appears to have h^, 
at the first, any title appropriated solely to 
itself. The Apostles are sometimes called 
ministers or deacons', sometimes elders, 
presbyters, or priests'": and the apostle- 
ship was called a bishopric", and a ministry 
or deaeonsbip ''. Timothy is called a 
minister or deacon"; and Epaphroditus S 
Sylvanus, and Timothy*, are called apostles; 
as it would seem were also Andronicus and 
Junias^ 

This common appUcation of titles was 
not peculiar to the different orders of the 
Chiistian ministry. We know that there 

• 1 Cor. iii. 5. 2 Cor. iii. 6. vi. 4. Eph. iii. 7. Col. 
i. S3. 

^ 1 Pet. V. 1. a John 1. 3 John 1. 
< Acts i. SO. 

* Ibid. 17, 95. XX. 24. Rom. xi. 13. office, or minutry. 
' 1 ITiess. iii. 2. 

' Phil. ii. 25. a messenger or apostle. 
« 1 Thesfc i. 1. and ii. 6. 
" Kom. xvi. 7. 
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was but one High Priest among the Jews ; 
and that there were two other distinct 
ordera under him, the Priests and the 
Levites. Whereas we find the whole three 
orders comprehended under the two names 
of Priests and Levites*; the High Priest 
called The Priest in the Old Testament; 
and in the New Testament, the title of 
High or Chief Priest, which in the original 
are Uie same name, g^ven not only to the 
High Priest, but to many who were liTiug 
at l^e same time, and who had never held 
tiie supreme office. 

No argument, therefore, can be drawn 
from tiie community of names in those 
times. It is not for a name we contend : 
but we maintain that, whatever were the 
names they were at first called by, there 
were three distinct orders of the ministry 
in the days of the Apostles ; which three 
orders now are, and immediately from the 
decease of the Aposties have been, known 
by the names of Bishops, Priests, and 
Deacons; and that the ministry having 

' 2 Chron. xxx. 25. xxxi. 9, 10, Ewa vi. 20. 
Neh. ix. 38. 
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been so established by the Apostles, we 
must (xmclade that they intended it should 
be so continued. 

Thus in one of the places where presby- 
ters are called bishops, we find a distinct 
order exercising^ authority over them in the 
person of St. Paul''. In other places we 
find Timothy' and Titus" charged by this 
{jostle to exercise the same authority re- 
spectively over the bishops or presbyters 
of Ephesus and Crete; which authority 
comprehended the power of choosing and 
ordEuning bishops or presbyters and dea- 
cons, with control over both their conduct 
and doctrine, as well as that power over 
the laity, which the ruler of every well- 
ordered society must have over its subordi- 
nate members. 

Every person, indeed, in the least ac- 
quainted with early ecclesiastical history, 
must be well aware, that the precise d^ree 
of authority whidi, in these instances, was 
exercised by St. Paul, and was conferred by 

' Acta XX. 28. '1 Tim. i. 3, 4. iii. I, &c. iv. II. 
T.l.&c. 19—21,22. 2Tim.ii.2. -Titi.5— fl, 

10— 13. ii. 15. iii. 10. 
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lum on Timothy and Titus, was entrusted 
to some one individual in every Church 
founded by the apostles. '* This one pre- 
sident or ^vernor, amongst the rest^ had 
his known authority established a long 
time before that settled difiference of name 
and title took place, whereby such alone 
were named bishops"." Even Calvin, who 
was the first to establish a difiFerent form 
of Church government, acknowledged in 
the sixteenth century, that in " the form of 
the andeut Church, which would represent 
to onr eyes some image of the Divine insti- 
tution," " every city had a certain territory 
belonging to it, which was supplied from it 
witix presbyters, and was looked on as part 
of the body of that Church:" that the pres- 
byters of each city elected one of their 
number, whom they placed in a higher 
rank or ord^r above them: that they espe- 
ciaUy gave him the tiUe of bishop, and 
were subject to him: that the bishop stood 
in the same relation to the presbyters as the 
consul did to the senate; proposing sub- 
jects for their consideration"; taking their 

• Hooker, Eccl. Pol, vii. 6. 
b3 
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votes ; presiding over them by advice, ad- 
monition, and exhortation ; goyeming the 
action of the whole body by his authority ; 
and putting into execution what had been 
determined by the common judgment: that 
the bishop alone ordained deacons by the 
imposition of his hands, and, accompanied 
by the presbyters, ordained presbyters". 
This is a fair representation, as far as it 
goes ; but it would have been still fairer 
and more complete, if he had added, that 
after the . election by the presbyters, the 
bishop was consecrated to his office not by 
them, but by other bishops. 

He contends, it is true, that the deacons 
ministered only in temporal things; but 
we may see how Uttle ground he has to go 
upon, from the recorded scriptural facts ; 
that Philip, who was one of the first made 
deacons >*, both preached the Gospel'', and 
administered the sacrament of baptism'; 
converting and baptizing so many persons 
in one city alone *, that two of the apostles 



° Note A. ' Acta vi. 6. ' Ibid. viii. 6, 

12, 35, 40. ' Ibid. 12, 13, 38. ' Ibid. 14. 
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were sent to confer the rite of confirmation 
upon tiiem *. 

It is to be observed, further, that CalTin 
does not venture to assert that presbyters 
ever ordained without the bishop, or that 
ordination by them alone was, or would 
have been, considered valid. On the con- 
trary, he confesses that, notwithstanding 
their joining with the bishop in the impo- 
sition of hands, it was held that a presbyter 
differed in nothing from a bishop, except 
in the former not having the power of 
ordination". And where he discusses the 
question on the evidence of the Scrip- 
tures only, he says, *' it is uncertain 
whether several always laid on hands in 
ordination or not. That it was done in 
the case of Paul and Barnabas, and some 
few others, is clear: but Paul himself else- 
where mentions, that he, and not several 
others with him, laid hands on Timothy, 
saying, * I put thee in remembrance that 
thou stir up the gift of God which is in 
thee by the putting on of my hands*.' 
For that which is said," Calvin continues, 
' Acta viii. 6, 14—17, " Note B. "2 Tim. i. 6. 
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" in the other Epistle" to 'Hmothy , " neglect 
not the g^ that is in thee, which was given 
thee by prophecy, with the laying on of the 
hands of the presbytery, I do not take as if 
Paul said it of the college of the elders," 
or presbyters ; *' but I understand it as 
if he had sud. Take heed that the grace 
which thou hast received by the imposition 
of hands, when I made thee a presbyter, 
be not in viun *." I do not cite this inter- 
pretation of the passage, because I think 
it just; for I do not think it so : but I ad- 
duce it merely to shew, that this, the only 
passage, I believe, of Scripture, which is 
brought to prove e^ressly that ordination 
was conferred by presbyters alone, was 
considered by this eminent man, to prove 
nothing of the kind. The passage taken in 
conjunction with the other quoted by him, 
shews that not the presbyters only, but the 
presbyters with St. Paul, and of course, 
subordinate to him, ordained Timothy : 
though some have doubted, whether the 
presbytery here does not mean other apo- 
stles or bishops, who were in that case 
- Note C. 
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associated wiih St. Paul, and who, as we 
have seen, were also called presbyters : and 
certainly it were a gratuitous assumption in 
our opponents to maintain the contrary. 

All this is evidently a concession of the 
whole question, not only of Episcopacy, 
but of diocesan Episcopacy : — one person 
in each diocese, with the title of bishop 
specially given to him ; standing in a 
higher rank than the presbyters ; govern- 
ing all the presbyters and deacons of his 
diocese ; ordaining deacons on his sole 
authority; and at the head of his pres- 
byters, ordaining presbyters; — this he calls, 
as we have quoted him, an image of the 
Divine Institution ; and we need not point 
out how near a resemblance it bears to the 
government of our own Church. 

It was therefore no more than consistent, 
that Calvin with other foreign Frotestantb 
should desire to have bishops in their 
churches as in this kingdom ' : that he 
should profess with the French Protestants 
his unwillingness, that " the authority of 
the Church, or of the pastors and superin- 
' Note D, 
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tendeats," which was one of the ancient 
titles of title bishops, " be taken away,'' 
but *' ihat bishops or pastors be reverently 
obeyed as &r as they teach the word of 
God according to the intention of tfaeir 
office' :" that he should speak in terms 
of great severity of those who *' would act 
reverently and with the greatest obedience 
submit themselves to a hierarchy in which 
bishops shall so rule, as that they reiiise 
not to submit themselves to Christ*:" that 
Knox, his disciple, should have originally 
intended a similar polity** : or that Beza, 
one of his most intimate associates, speak* 
ing of the episcopal government of our 
Church, should say, " Let her enjoy that 
singular bounty of God, which I wish she 
may retain for ever*." 

The adoption of a different polity by 
these eminent men, was by no means 
voluntary. The parties to the Augsbui^ 
Confession, which was drawn up by Luther 
and Melancthon, and which Calvin says 
*' he subscribed willingly and cheerfully''," 

■ Note E. ' Note F. " Note G. • Note H. 
' Note I. 
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thus expressed themselves. *' The" Ro- 
man '* bishops could easily retain legi- 
timate obedience, if they would not ui^ 
us to keep ihose traditions, which cannot 
be kept with a good conscience." *' Our 
Church^ only ask the bishops to remit 
those unjust burdens, which are new, and 
received contrary to the custom of the 
Catholic Church'." *' But the bishops 
either compel our priests to reject and 
condemn this kind of doctrine which we 
have confessed, or put these wretched, and 
innoceat persons to death, by a new and 
unheard of cruelty. These causes hinder 
our priests from acknowledging these 
bishops. Thus the cruelty of the bishops 
is the cause, why that canonical polity, 
which we were earnestly desirous to pre- 
serve, is in some places dissolved. — ^This 
we desire to testify again, that we will 
cheerfully preserve the ecclesiastical and 
canonical pohty, if only the bishops desist 
to rage against our Churches. This our 
desire will both before God, and among 
all nations to all posterity, clear us from 
' Note K. 
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the imputation of wei^ening the autiiority 
of the bishops, when men shall read and 
hear^ that though we entreated agunst the 
unrighteous cruelty of the bishops, no 
justice could be obtained^," 

Had they rested their defence for setting 
up a different regimen on t^ese grounds 
alone, it would have been complete. The 
necessity of the case would, as long as it 
continued, have excused them to all who 
would not have had them either return to 
the communion of Rome, or relinquish the 
public offices of reUgion and the very pro- 
fession of Christianity. When, however, 
they sought to justify themselves on the 
ground of independent right, they not only 
&iled to do so, but virtually opposed 
their own fimdamental principles, and 
tiirew open a wide door for the admission 
of dborders, which, had they foreseen them, 
they would have been among the first to 
guard against. In accordance with our 
Church, they denied the power of the 
people to ordain their pastors^; and held 
that *' no one ought to teach publicly in 
• Note L. ' Note M. 
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the c^urdi, or to administer the Sacraments, 
except he were duly called' ;" as well as 
that there ought to he a continual suc- 
cession of pastors from pastors^ : but they 
maintained, that in the want of those 
pastors, who alone in ordinary circum- 
stances could confer the ministerial cha- 
racter, that is to say, of hishops, God 
Himself had brought them a remedy, by 
raising up as apostles or evangelists', an 
extraordinary order in the leaders of the 
German reformation, who should settle 
the Churches, and place other pastors in 
their room"". 

But this was to assume more tbxa the 
inspired Apostles, or even our Lord Him- 
self, did. Where were the miracles, the 
revelation, or the record from heaven, to 
prove their authority for voluntarily over- 
turning that order in the Church, which 
many of themselves acknowledged to be of 
Divine institution ? The necessity of their 
case was one thing ; their authority, inde- 
p^dentof that necessity, was another: and 

' Note N. * Note O. ' Note P. » Note Q. 
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evidently their right and obligation^ as far 
as in them lay, to restore the Church to the 
doctiine of the Apostles, did not infer the 
power of changing the government of the 
Church from that model which they con- 
fessed to have been estabUshed by the 
Apostles, and to have been always and 
miiversally received by the Catholic Church. 
They bare record in this matter of them- 
selves : and I cannot but think, that had they 
perceived that the claim which they thus 
set up, was one which every impostor and 
every founder of a sect may, and does, 
mt^e, widi equal power of proof with 
themselves ; they would never have made 
such a claim, and would have contented 
themselves with resting their defence on its 
original ground, of their inability to act 
otherwise than they did, without apostacy. 
There is not a single instance in the 
Scripture, of God sending any one on an 
extraordinary mission, and thus giving him 
authority to claim the implicit obedience of 
those to whom he was sent ; without the 
means of proving his commission by much 
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more indubitable testimony than his own 
word: that is to say, without the power of 
foretelling things to come, or of miracles. 

It is, further, a rule, estabUshed no less 
by the Divine procedure and inspiration, 
than by the dictate of reason, that " no 
man taketh this honour unto himself, but 
he that is called of God "." And the same 
authority which gave this rule, has taught 
us what kind of call is i-equisite, by adding 
to it this qualification, '* as was Aaron." 
Now we do not read that Aaron received 
any secret call, known only to himself: 
nothing of the kind is recorded: and there-, 
fore the Apostle could not intend to refer 
to it. But if we go to the history of the 
transaction itself, we shall find the call of 
Aaron related in these words, which the 
Lord spake to Moses : '^ Take thou unto 
thee Aaron thy brother, and his sons vrith 
him, from among the children of Israel, 
that he may minister unto me in the priest's 
office"." Thus Aaron was " called of God" 
through Moses, whose authority no one 
could doubt ; and in obedience to this call 

" Heb. V. 4. • Exod. xxviii. 1. 
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he was consecrated to his oflSce. Nor do 
we read of any of his rightiiil successors 
having ever been appointed in pursoanM 
merely of a secret call, but according to 
the course originally prescribed. 

The inTiolable nature of this rule is illus- 
trated by the Apostle from the example of 
no leas a person than the Son of God: he 
adds, ** so also Chnst glorified not Himself 
to be made an high priest, but He that 
said unto Him, Thou art my Son, to-day 
have I begotten thee." Even '* the chief 
Shepherd and Bishop of our souls^," rested 
not on his own record, nor yet on the 
miraculous drcumstances which attended 
his coming into the world; nor did He 
alter on that office which He was sent for 
the very purpose of fulfilling, until He had 
received his commission audibly and visibly 
before sufficient witnesses; when at his 
baptism in the river Jordan, He was visibly 
anointed with the Holy Qhost, and *' there 
came a voice to Him from the excellent 
glory, saying. This is my beloved Son, in 
whom I am well pleased^" 

' 1 Pet. ii. S5. and v. 4. '2 PetJ. 17. Matt. Hi. IT 



..Google 



SERMON II. 63 

From the authority so remved, our Lord 
Jesus Christ delivered Uke power to the 
Apostles, when He said, " As my Father 
hath sent me, even so send I you. — Receive 
ye the Holy Ghost ; whose soever sins ye 
remit, they are remitted unto them; and 
whose soever sins ye retain, they are re- 
tiuned'." Their power was conferred again 
on faithM men by the imposition of their 
hands, in Uie different churches founded 
by them : and these in their turn received 
the apostoUc injunction and power, that 
tiiey should " commit the same trust to 
faithful men, who should teach others also'." 
And thus, blessed be God for his goodness^ 
the Christian ministry has, even by the 
admission of the founders of a different 
regimen, been handed down to us at the 
present day. 

For what if it has been transmitted to us 
through those who were subject to the 
usurpation of Rome? We have received 
the Sacraments, and the very charter of 
our religion, the Bible, through the same 
hands. Until these, therefore, are proved 

' John XX. 21, 23. " 2 Tim. ii. *. 
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to be Titiated or annulled by the mere dr- 
cumstance of their having passed through 
such a channel; we must perceive that the 
validity of our orders cannot be in a greater 
degree impeached. 

The sacred ministry, then, being of 
Divine institution, and having been, by 
the good providence of God, handed down 
to us; let us learn from the Scriptures 
what account we are to make of it, and 
vrith what sanctions it is enforced. 

The persons who are entrusted with it, 
are described to be " ambassadors for 
Christ;" to be " in the stead of Christ;" 
and God is said to beseech men through 
them to be reconciled unto Him'. They 
are entitled " ministers of Christ, ministers 
of God", stewards of the mysteries of God, 
workers together with God', apostles of 
the churches, and the glory of Christ^;" and 
they are expressly said to be those gifts 
which the Son of God, " when He ascended 
up on high, and led captivity captive," gave 
unto men*. These bare appellations, we 

'8Cor. V. so. ■ 1 ThcBS. iii. 2. 'SCor.vi.l. 
' 2 Cor. viii. 2S. messengers or apostles. * Eph. iv. 8, 1 1 . 
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may observe as we pass on, are sufficiently 
decisive as to the election or tippointment 
of ministers by tbe people. The plainest 
understanding must perceive, that the am- 
bassadors for Christ, the ministers of God, 
and stewards of his mysteries, must be 
chosen and appointed by Him, must be 
sent by Him to the people, bearing his 
authority and message ; and that It is for 
the people to receive, not to send them. 

For the sanctions with which our min- 
istry is enforced, we will not refer to those 
awliil cases under the Old Testament dis- 
pensation', in which God so highly re- 
sented the invasion of his appointment, 
and in which He established a principle 
which is not even now to be disregarded. 
It will be enough to repeat the words of 
the Lord Jesus to his messengers of old : 
** He that heareth you, hearetb me; and 
he that despiseth you, despiseth me ; and 
he that despiseth me, despiseth Him that 
sent me**:" or to recur to the injunction of 
St. Paul; " obey them that have the rule 
over you, and submit yourselves ; for they 

* Numb. xvi. ' Lake x. 16. 
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watch for your souls, as they that must 
give account, that they may do it with joy, 
and not with grief*." 

Do you ask, why we are invested with a 
character so solemn and exalted; or why 
we are thus set over you ? Is it not, as the 
Apostle tells you, that we may be " over 
you in the Lord*," and " watch for your 
souls, as they that must give account?" 
Is it not that in all spiritual things we may 
be your ministers ? Is it not that we may 
be examples to the Church of God ? — and 
" we know the greatness of the fault, and 
also the horrible punishment that wiU 
ensue*," if any minister, by his negUgence 
or licentiousness, put a stumbling-block in 
the way either of his own or another's 
charge. Is it not the design of our ministry, 
that we may teach, admonish, study, and 
pray for you : that your children may 
through our ministry be received into the 
ark of Christ's Church, and adopted into 
the family of heaven: that we may assist 
you in bringing them up "in the nurture 

• Heb. xiii. 17- ' 1 The83. v. 12. ' Service 

for the Ordering of Priests. 
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and admonition of the Lord':" that you 
may be partakers of Christ's most blessed 
body and blood : that we may be peace- 
makers amongst you, rebuking them that 
sin, and being *' ready with all faithful 
diligence to banish and drive away all 
erroneous and strange doctrines contrary 
to God's word*:" that in perplexity ^e 
may ^ve you " ghostly counsel and advice, 
to the quieting of your conscience, and the 
avoiding of all scruple and doubtfulness'':" 
that being subject equally with you to the 
changes and chances of this mortal hfe, we 
may in the time of sickness, or any other 
affliction, ** comfort you with the comfort 
wherewith we ourselves are comforted of 
God'," and may fortify your souls by the 
ministration of the Gospel of peace ? 

For your own sakes, therefore, it is that 
you are " so to account of us, as of the 
ministers of Christ, and stewards of the 
mysteries of God." Unless men thus judge 
of us, they are but hinderers of their ovra 
salvation. True it is, that " we have this 

' Eph. Ti. 14. ■ Service for the Ordering of Prieets. 
^ Communion Service. ' 2 Cor. i. 4. 
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treasure in earthen vessels :" but is it not^ 
** that the excellency of the power may be 
of God, andnotof usK'" We can do nothing 
of ourselves, but our suffidency is of God. 
Therefore, brethren, pray for us : and as 
you would receive " the fulness of the 
blessing of the Gospel of Christ'," which 
our ministry is intended to convey to you, 
entreat Him, whose power ^one is suffi- 
cient, that He will " send dbwn upon our 
bishops and curates," upon yourselves "and 
all other congregations committed to their 
charge, the healthful Spirit of his grace, 
the continual dew of his blessing." 

Since, finally, we are ambassadors for 
Christ ; is it not for you, when we " say 
to the wicked, it shall be ill with him, and 
to the righteous, it shall be well with 
him"," to take to yourselves, according to 
the testimony of your own consciences, 
either the comfort or the admonition, con- 
sidering the authority which we have re- 
ceived of God? If we dissuade you from 
any sin, or recommend any duty ; may we 
not justly entreat that you would " suffer 
» 2 Cor. iv. 7. ' Rom. xt. 29. - Isa. Hi. 10, 11. 
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ftie word of exhortation"?" If we stand up 
to teach, is it too much to expect that you 
would work with us, as the Bereaos did 
with the Apostles, by searching the Scrip- 
tures whether the things we preach to you 
be so*? If we are called on to administer 
the Sacraments of our faith, let us be con- 
sidered not as proprietors, but as stewards 
of those holy mysteries ; £ind let us not be 
looked on as at Uberty to dispense with 
those qualifications on your parts, which 
the Scriptures and the instructions deli- 
Tered to us, make necessary for a due and 
worthy participation of them. In this 
manner we entreat you to be fellow-helpers 
with us in the work of your own salvation: 
for thus only can the ministers and stewards 
of Christ's mysteries hope to make ready 
his way, and prepare you for his coming. 
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Mark xvi, 15, 16. 
And He said unto them, Go ye into all the world, 
and preach the Gospel to every creature. He 
that believeth and is baptized, shall be saved ; 
but he that believeth not, shall be danrned. 

The topics contained in tliese verses are 
tlie most momentous that can be offered 
to the attention of man. They concern 
every individual of the human race, and 
involve his greatest happiness or misery, 
not only during the few short years of 
his sojourn on earth, but in that eternal 
world, for which we are all destined. Our 
blessed Saviour represents us as placed 
here in a state of trial, in which it is for 
ourselves to decide what shall be our 
future and everlasting condition ; a state, 
however, in which, through human error 
and frailty, and the effects of our Creator's 
just displei^ure, we are beset with mani- 
fold difficulties and dangers ; while at the 



..Google 



73 SERMON III. 

same time we are ^orant of any effectual 
means of surmounting or escaping them. 
But} moved with compassion for our ia- 
finnities and wretchedness, the Son of Grod, 
having obtained all power, and having 
been appointed Judge of all things, in 
heaTen and in earth, sends forth his mes- 
sengers to proclaim help from Him that 
is mighty to save, ** to preach deliverance 
to the captives, and recovering of sight 
to the bUfld"." He sends them forth into 
all the world, bearing the glad tidings of 
peace from God, and salvation, ** to every 
creature." 

The terms on which He announces these 
inestimable benefits, are easy; and the 
tribute which He requires, is Ught : " He 
that believeth, and is baptized, shall be 
saved :" but they are also indispensable ; 
for the same authority declares, that ** he 
that believeth not, shall be damned." He 
that believeth, openly professing his belief, 
and manifesting his reUance on the Son 
of God, by receiving the sign and seal 
which He has appointed in confirmation 
' Luke iv. 18. 
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of his Gospel, shall be furnished with the 
means of working out his salvation ; and, 
continuing to use those means, he shall 
finally attain everlasting life. But he that 
believeth not, whatever may be bis pro- 
fessions, howsoever punctilious he may 
be in assuming and wearing the external 
badges of Christ's service, remaineth in 
his sins; and at the day "when the 
secrets of aU hearts shall be disclosed," 
he shall find that the just, and then in- 
evitable, recompence ef his sins is death. 

The belief, which is thus necessary to 
salvation, is called in general terms a 
belief of the truth : and as the Gospel 
was appointed to be the subject of the 
Apostle's preaching, it is evidently a be- 
Uef of the Gospel, and of the chief truths 
contained therein, which is required. But 
if we turn to the corresponding passage 
in the Gospel according to St. Matthew, 
we shall find more particular information 
on this point. The Apostles are there 
commissioned to " teach all nations," and 
to baptize " them in the name of the 
Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy 
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Ghost''." And this passage has been 
always thenceforward receWed as contain- 
mg a brief epitome of the Gospel and of 
the Christian &ith. For when we ask the 
question, who are the Father^ the Son, and 
the Holy Ghost, the shortest satisfactory 
answers we could give, would embrace the 
facts particulaiized in the Apostles' Creed; 
and when to these, are added their reasons, 
objects, and consequences, the brief bap- 
tismal formulary will be perceived to com- 
prehend, or to imply by strict consequence, 
every article which the holy CathoUc Church 
sets forth as essential to the integrity and 
efficiency of the Christian faith. 

But these subjects are not intended to 
be received as mere matter of knowledge 
or inoperative opinion: they must be com- 
prehended indeed by the understanding ; 
but they must be also treasured up in the 
heart, It is with the heart that man be- 
lieveth unto righteousness, for out of the 
heart are the issues of life. The Gospel 
addresses us not merely as contemplative, 
but as reasonable and active, beings, whose 
■■ Matthew xxviii. 19, 20. 
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every deed bears upon the great question 
to be decided at the termination of our 
trial. It professes to regulate our life, and 
therefore appeals to that part of man, 
which bears the chief sway over him. If 
the Gospel receive the bare assent of the 
understanding as a matter of historical fact, 
in which those interests which we most 
value are but little implicated, it will 
plainly have as little effect upon the con- 
duet : but if it be received as involving, 
with exclusive and inevitable reaUty, our 
everlasting salvation ; it will sink deep 
into the heart, and from Uience will exercise 
a salutary and uniform influence on the 
Ufe. 

In thus receiving the faith of Christ into 
the heart, and in submitting our life to its 
control, our former evil and dangerous 
ways are forsaken : in coming to the good 
and the right way, we abandon the paths 
of wickedness. Repentance, therefore, is 
impUed in that behef which is necessary to 
salvation. There is, in truth, no middle 
way between doing that which is evil and 
that which is right in the sight of the Lord, 
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between sin and holiness. The Psahnist 
tells us, tiiat " they who do no wickedness 
walk in God's ways';" which is as much 
as to eay, that they who do any wickedness, 
do not walk in Grod's ways. The law of 
our Creator is perfect; and (aiitk, which 
biiugs us into captivity to the obedience of 
that law, takes us away from the trans- 
gression of it. True faith thus necessarily 
implies repentance, and it is only in tbis con- 
nection that any real value can be attached 
to either. Without repentance, faiUi is 
dead : without faith, repentance is in- 
effectual. But repentance and faitii meeting 
together ; the former is attended with fruits 
meet for it, the man believeth unto r^hte- 
ousness, and the Christian character is com- 
plete. We are then " clean escaped from" 
our corruptions, and do true and laudable 
service to our Master and only Saviour. 

But we remember, that it is not to fiiith 
only, in this comprehensive sense, that tiie 
promise of salvation is given : the promise 
is to him " that beheveth and is baptized." 
The case of a person truly believing the 

' Psalm cziz. 3. Prayer Book translation. 



..Google 



SERMON III. 77 

Gospel, and yet disregarding baptism, is 
not supposed ; and therefore neither is pro- 
vided for, nor has any promise attached to 
it. On the conlxary, our blessed Lord in the 
text makes baptism a condition of our sal- 
vation as well as faith ; and in another 
place, which shows that by baptism He did 
not intend any merely invisible operation, 
but one which comprehends both " an out- 
ward and visible sign" and " an inward 
spiritual grace," He declares, that " except 
one be bom of water and of the Spirit, he 
cannot enter into the kingdom of God''." 
As He connects baptism with faith, so does 
He also connect a birth of water with that 
of the Spirit. 

It is not for us to demand why it should 
be so : that He, who is " worthy to receive 
glory and honour and power'," has thus 
ordained, is an imperative claim on our 
faithM and ready obedience. Were we, 
indeed, as the angels, merely spiritual 
beings ; or were the visible frame of our 
bodies uninterested in the promise of eter- 
nal life ; then baptism, or any other union 

* John iii. 6. * Rev. iv. 11. 
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of material forms with spiritual gnce, 
nught be^ if not inapplicable, yet not so 
suitable as could be coneeiTed to its pur- 
pose, and to our condition. But the 
Gospel regards us in a very different light : 
and one of its chief truths is, that not the 
disembodied spirit alone shall be saved, 
but that these earthly tabernacles also, 
though they shall be dissolved, shall yet 
afterward rise agfun from their corruption, 
and be made glorious and immortal. It is 
not strange, therefore, that He, who Himself 
rose again from the dead, in order that we 
might be raised in the same manner aft«r 
his likeness, should appoint, that as the 
spiritual part of man was to receive the 
earnest of the Spirit, so the body also 
should receive the sign and seal of that 
second and eternal hfe, which He will con- 
fer upon it at the resurrection of the just. 
The institution of baptism regards us in 
the same view, as does the Apostle's injunc- 
tion, that we should " glorify God in our 
body and in our spirit, which are God's." 
It is the universal mode in which it is 
appointed that we should begin to glorify 
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God our Saviour by an open and un- 
equivocal act of confessing Him before 
men: and " he that confesseth me,*' He 
says, ** before men, him will I also confess 
before my Father which is in heaven ; but 
he Uiat denieth me before men, him will I 
also deny before my Father which is in 
heaven'." 

If any, therefore, believe the Gospel, but 
disregard baptism, they deprive themselves 
of all soimd assurance that they are in the 
way of salvation : for, like circumcision, it 
is " the seal of the righteousness'" which 
is of God by faith. It is the ratification 
of the new covenant with each individual 
man : and though we hope that the invo- 
luntary neglect of it will be forgiven ; yet 
he who knowingly disregards it, whatever 
bis supposed faith may be, can only at best 
be said to have left himself to that mercy 
which he has learned, not irom the re- 
vealed will of God, but from his own un- 
authorized imaginations. 

Baptism then being the appointed, and 
generally necessary, rite of introduction 

' Matt. z. 32, 33. * Rom. iv. 11. 
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into the ark of Christ's holy Church; 
bemg the seal and confirmation to men of 
his Gospel ; and being, by his most merci- 
ful promise, the means of conveying that 
purifying grace, which is represented by its 
external form j the effect of this most holy 
rite is to transfer those who are fit subjects 
for its reception, from darkness to light, 
and from the power of satan unto God. 
By It the adult believer is brought from 
apprehension of the wrath, to confidence 
of the favour, of God : instead of looking 
fearfully for condemnation and ruin, he 
now hopes for pardon, perfection, and 
happiness. He is alive, as it were, from 
the dead : old things are passed away ; 
all things are become new. He has re- 
ceived power to become the child of God ; 
and Uving as becomes this exalted relation, 
he has '^ righteousness, and peace, and joy 
in the Holy Ghost*"." 

In the case of infants, the effects of 
baptism may be described as in the first 
instance sdll more favourable. When 
brought to this sacred rite, all Is done for 

' Rom. xiy. 17. 
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them which their case will admit ; and 
therefore, according to the promise which 
Christ for his part will most surely keep 
and perform, every blessing and grace 
attending the divine ordinance, of which 
the infant is capable, is assuredly be- 
stowed. And being for years incapable 
of performing the conditions which the 
baptismal covenant imposes upon those 
who have come to years of discretion; 
and being therefore free from the Divine 
displeasure for not performing those con- 
ditions ; the Christian infant remains in 
happy security of his salvation. 

But when the child reaches the age at 
which he becomes capable of performing 
the contfitions prospectively imposed on 
him when admitted to the Christian cove- 
nant; the neglect of those conditions is 
attended with no more impunity, than in 
the case of those who have been baptized 
at an adult age. From all, whether they 
have been baptized as infants or adults, 
faith, in that comprehensive meaning in 
' which I have endeavoured to present it 
to you, is indispensably required, as soon 
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as they are capable of attuning and exer- 
cising it. And if at length, when brought 
before the judgment-seat of Christ, they 
be found without this faith ; their as- 
sumption of the Christian name will have 
brought them no real advantage : but the 
facilities of salvation which it gave them, 
will greatly increase their fault ; and their 
punishment will be heightened by the re- 
collection, that they were once inheritors 
of that heavenly kingdom, which they 
have senselessly and ungratefiilly forfeited. 
I trust that to have pointed out the 
necessity of this faith, is suffident to re- 
commend it for your personal attainment 
and cultivation : and that you wiU give 
" all diligence to add to your faith, virtue ; 
and to virtue, knowledge ; and to know- 
ledge, temperance; and to temperance, pa- 
tience ; and to patience, godliness ; and to 
godliness, brotherly kindness ; and to bro- 
therly kindness, charity. If these things be 
in you, and abound, they make you that you 
shall neither be barren nor uniruitful in 
the knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
But he that lacketh these things,*' what- 
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soever may be his professions, whatsoeTer 
his worldly wisdom, " is blind, and cannot 
see afar oS, and hath foi^otten that he was 
purged from his old sins. Give diligence," 
therefore, the more, " to make sure" the 
'* calling and election" which you have re- 
ceived in your baptism : "for if ye do these 
things, ye shall never fall : and so an en- 
trance shall be ministered unto you abun- 
dantly into the everlasting kingdom of 
our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ'." 

But for those who are too young to 
receive this exhortation, we must appeal 
to their parents, sponsors, and teachers ; 
and entreat such as fill f^ese honourable 
situations, to reflect how great and va- 
luable is the trust wMch has been com- 
mitted to their care. To your chai^ 
have been given those who are children 
of God and inheritors of his kingdom. 
Take good heed, therefore, lest they forget 
or despise their birthright. Upon you 
it very greatly depends, whether they shall 
retain or forfeit the blessings of the Chris- 
tian covenant Upon you it greatly de- 

'2Peti.5— 11. 
g2 
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pends, whether they will appreciate those 
bleBsings, or disr^ard them. If it be true, 
that the training up of "a child in the 
way he should go," is, in general, a se- 
curity, that " when he is old he will not 
depart from it':" it is as true, that if he 
be not trained up in this way, he will soon 
run in the way in which he should not go ; 
and it will ever afterwards be a matter of 
the utmost difficulty to dissuade, or even to 
drive, him from it, "A child left to himself," 
says Solomon, " bringeth" even ** his" 
tender and partial " mother to shame'." 
He will indeed speedily become a proficient 
in evil, without the aid of an instructor. 

Be careful, therefore, to commence the 
important work, for which you are so 
responsible, betimes. You can scarcely 
begin their education too soon : not their 
education in that low sense, which confines 
it to the mere arts of reading and writing, 
or the acquisition of worldly knowledge ; 
but in that true and just sense, which in- 
cludes the discipline of their tempers, the 
subjugation of their passions, the bringing 

' Prov. xxii. 6. ' lb. xxix. 16. 
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them up in the nurture and admonitioa 
of the Lord, their preparation so to pass 
through thmgs temporal, that finally they 
may attain the things eternal. They are 
capable at a very early period of being 
encouraged and controlled by external 
objects : and in the generality of cases it 
will be found, that a tender, considerate, 
and uniform firmness will soon give you 
the mastery over them, which as their 
faculties expand, you must endeavoiu* to 
transfer to themselves. At first, indeed, 
your influence will be maintained only by 
their immediate punishment or gratifica- 
tion; but as their memory strengthens, 
you must excite their hopes and fears by 
objects less and less sensual; until you 
bring them under the influence of that 
fear and love of God, which are the be- 
ginning and the perfection of wisdom. 
Bring them up in the diligent observance 
of good habits, though their part in them 
vrill, at first, be but mechanic^. The growth 
of evil habits will tiius be prevented ; and 
though your children may not, at the time, 
understand the object of your regulations ; 
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they "wiU sooner or later perceiye their 
Talue. But let the habits you impose upon 
them be such as are suitable to their years : 
for otherwise they will feel tkem as an irk- 
some yoke; and when they come to be 
more independent of you, or to be airaailed 
by temptation, they will be too likely to 
cast away all restraint, from the disgust 
which the injucticious enforcemoit of un- 
suitable habits may have exdted. They 
have found no pleasure in your ways, and 
therefore they will have their own. 

Their memories ought to be stored, if 
it were but with those forms of sound 
words, which may be descriptiTe of their 
situation, duties, and prospects, as designed, 
if they live, for a state of moral probation, 
and as heirs of the hopes and immortality 
of heaven. As their intellect enlarges, 
they must be taught to understand what 
they have learned; and next, to give the 
character of faith to their knowledge, by 
making it the motive and rule of all their 
actions. You cannot expect that they will 
do this of their own accord. It can cmly 
be effected by your patient instruction luid 
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most unwearied care ; by the influence of 
an uniformly good and religious example 
in yourselves ; and by the help of that 
grace which is promised in Christian bap- 
tism, and which you will teach them, and 
remanber yourselves, " to call for at all 
times, by di%ent and earnest . prayer." 
Be careful to prepossess them with a 
heartfelt love of religion, instead of the 
friendship of the world; and with a serious 
conviction, that the interests of religion are 
to be reverenced above all things, and are 
to be pr^erved even at the sacrifice, if need 
be, of every temporal and earthly enjoy- 
ment 

Education, conducted in this manner, will 
never, in all likelihood, fail of its objects. 
And when the yoxmg Christian comes of 
age to perform for himself the obligations 
of his baptism, his parents, sponsors, and 
instructors, will have the inexpressible joy 
of fipding him, like Stephen, full of faith, 
and abounding in the fruits of the Spirit; — 
of faith which overcometh the world, and 
has the promise of that life, where belief 
in the Gospel shall be exchanged for the 
enjoyment of its glorious rewards. 
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But in the all-wise dispensatioas of Pro- 
Tidence, many of our bretliTen are too much 
oppressed with the cares and difficulties of 
life, to be able to give suffident attention 
themselves to the Christian education of 
their children, or to provide for it from 
their own resources : some of them» per- 
haps, are but little aware of the duty 
which they owe their children: and too 
many, from their own i^orance, may not 
be able to perform it™. It is the obligation, 
therefore, of those who stand in more 
favourable circmnstances, either of worldly 
condition or of religious knowledge, to 
provide as they best can for the children 
of such of their brethren, that knowledge 
which maketh wise unto salvation : to make 
up to them for the inabihty or ignorance of 
their parents : and to do all in t^eir power, 
that they may be brought up in the fear 
and nurture of the Lord, and to the praise 
of his holy Name. " It is not the will of 
their heavenly Father that one of these 
little ones should perish"." He has been 
pleased to call them to his kingdom here, 

" This Sermon waa preached for the benefit of a 
NatioDBl School. " Matt, xviii. 14, 
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and he has put it> in a measure, in your 
power, to prepare them for his kin^om 
hereafter. Be then helpers of their &ith, 
that you may promote and participate in 
their joy. Ilunk not but that you will be 
deeply accountable to your Saviour and 
thdrs for the opportunity of doing this 
good, if you do not willingly and abun- 
dantly improve it They are members of 
title same mystical body, and heirs of the 
same heavenly kingdom, with yourselves. 
Be entreated, therefore, to be careful with 
all compassion, that they fall not from 
their blessed hope, through want of that, 
which it is in your power to supply. We 
do not ask for your own personal exertions, 
except as far as may be requisite to enable 
you to give for these children that need. 
We invite your attention to an establish- 
ment for their Christian, instruction, to 
which, by a contribution after your power, 
you may safely transfer the responsibility 
which lies upon you in this behalf: an 
institution, which seeks not to confine their 
attention to the weak and beggarly elements 
of mere worldly knowledge; which aims not 
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to make tiiem skilled in doubtful <tisputa- 
tions ; which presents not to them the 
stinted dole of a meagre and neutralized 
religion: but which opens to them, without 
restriction, the pure and unmixed fountain 
of heavenly truth ; teaches them to remve 
wit^. meekness the engrafted word, whidi 
is able to save their souls ; trains them up 
in those good and peaceful and pleasant 
ways which holy men of old delighted to 
tread; instructs them how they are to 
live as becomes the diildren of God and 
inheritors of his kingdom ; builds them up 
in that most holy faiUi, to which salTation 
is promised in the text ; and sets before 
them ** the fulness of the blessing of the 
Grospel of Christ"." Be entreated, then, to 
** be merciful after your power : if thou 
hast much, give plenteously ; if thou hast 
little, do thy diligence gladly to give of 
that Uttle:" and in the day of thine own 
need " thou shalt gather to thyself a good 
rewardP," in the happiness of those whom 
thou mayest have helped to save, and in 
that recompence which the bountiful Re- 

* Rom. XT. 29. * Tobit iv. 9. as quoted in the Oflertory. 
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warder of the just will confer on those 
who love and do good to their brethren. 
I pray you to remember, that he who in 
proportion to his means '* soweth little, 
shall then also reap little: but he that 
soweth plenteously," — she, who of her po- 
verty gives but the widow's mite, — " shall 
reap plenteously; for God loveth" the 
*' cheerful" and bounteous " ^ver^." 

' 2 Cor. ix. 6, 7. 
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Matthew XTiii. 2, 3. 
And Jestts called a little child unto him, and set 
him in the midst of them, and said, Verily I say 
unto you. Except ye be converted, and become a$ 
little children, ye shaH not enter into the kingdom 
of heaven.. 

The Services of our Church at this 
season* of the year invite our attention to 
the subject of repentance : and t^e reasons 
of this appointment are, not that repent- 
ance is supposed to be more necessary at 
one part of the year than at another ; but 
that we may follow the example of the 
primitive Church, which, as we learn from 
the testimony of Polycarp the disciple of 
St. John, commemorated, even from the days 
of the Apostles, our blessed Saviour's fast 
of forty days at this time : that by the 
seasonable and more protracted use of 

■ This Sermon was preached before the University 
of Oxford on Sunday afternoon, Feb< 28, 1836, being 
the Second Sunday in Lent. 
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abstinence, which is one part of practical 
repentance, we may acquire or improve 
tke habit of keeping under the body, and 
of bringing it into suhjection to the motions 
of Grod's most holy Spirit: and that as 
** there is not a just man upon earth that 
doeth good and sinneth not**," and all 
more or less need repentance ; so all who 
call themselves by the name of Christ, may 
be exhorted to conform themselves to the 
example of his humiliation ; may with one 
mind and one mouth solemnly confess their 
sins, and him to God ; and may, with the 
livelier faith and more heartfelt joy, cele- 
brate, at the approaching season of Easter, 
. that unspeakable mercy, which, " through 
the offering of the body of Jesus Christ 
once for all*," has " taken away the sin 
of the world'," and by the resurrection of 
the same our Lord Jesus Christ from the 
dead, '* hath quickened us together with 
Him, having forgiven us all trespasses*." 

Repentance may be considered, as it 
denotes a change either in our apprehen- 

» Eccl. vii. 20. • Heb. x. 10. * John i. «9. 

• Col. ii. 13. 
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sion of the great doctrines and duties of 
our religion. Id the objects of our affec- 
tions, or in the course of our conduct: 
but all these most be united, to constitute 
repentance in the true and scriptural sense 
of the word. Or it may again be con- 
sidered according to the different degrees 
in which the just man that doeth good, 
or the unjust that doeth evil, requires it. 
And in this latter case, repentance is to be 
regarded as synonymous with conversion. 

Under this name of conversion, however, 
doctrines are not unfrequently promulgated, 
which are highly dangerous to religion. 
The nature of conversion is misrepre- 
sented: it is set forth as indispensably 
necessary to the salvation of all : and 
when it is once effected, the individual is 
declared to be safe. The perturbation or 
paroxysm of feelings, which may have ac- 
companied it in some cases, is required in 
all ; and certain exhibitions even of physi- 
cal infirmity are sometimes, if not required, 
yet deemed incontestable proofe of the ope- 
ration of the Holy Spirit, and of the reality 
of conversion. Thus by substituting what. 
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on ihe best and most lenient construction, 
are nothing more than the accidental and 
varying phenomena of conversion, for its 
essentials ; presmnption and enthusiasm 
are encouraged in those to whom humility 
and a thorough reformation, if not from 
the open immoralities of the Publican, yet 
from the spiritual and more dangerous 
vices of the Pharisee, are most needful ; 
doubts, and perhaps despair, are excited in 
minds, whose faith requires to be strength- 
ened, and to which the undiluted balm of 
spiritual consolation ought to be admin- 
istered ; and carelessness is confirmed in 
such as are glad of any excuse for pursuing 
their easy but fatal course. In a word, 
tliese doctrines reverse the scriptural in- 
struction, ** Say ye to the righteous, that 
it shall be well with him ; for they shall 
eat the fruit of their doings : woe unto the 
wicked ! it shall be ill with him ; for the 
reward of his hands shall be given him'." 
Faith is superseded by excitement : and 
" the work of righteousness" is practically 
denied to be ** peace, the effect of righte- 
'lBB.iii. 10, 11. 
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ousness, quietness and assurance for ever*;" 
unless the imagination and feeling have 
been previously wrought up to a pitch 
almost beyond endurance. 

But if we enquire what conversion is, 
we shall find that it is essentially the return 
of a sinner from the error of his way, in 
consequence of a right estimation of his 
spiritual state, and of the turning away his 
affections, from being engrossed by unmeet 
or sinful objects, to God. It will be 
effected in a longer or a shorter time, will 
be accompanied with more or less emotion, 
and vpiU be more or less extensive, in 
different individuals, according to their 
different drcumstances, habits, and tem- 
pers; but it vrill be in all decisive. In the 
age of miracles, sudden and instantaneous 
conversions were frequent ; but from tiie 
time when the miraculous interventions of 
Providence were discontinued, such conver- 
sions could not have been more numerous, 
than merely to form exceptions to a general 
rule of slower and more deUberate con- 
viction. Any single event, indeed, such as 

f Isa. xxxii. 17. 
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a narrow escape from some great calamity; 
the death of a friend ; the unexpected 
removal of some good and eminent person, 
such as was he, whom not we of this 
UniTeraity only, but our whole Church, 
have had so recently and deeply to lament**; 
or, as Paley observes, " striking passages 
of Scripture, impressive discourses from 
the pulpit, or even single touching sen- 
tences or expressions in such discourses or 
books'," may yet suddenly arrest one in a 
career of sin. In such instances, one's 
aversion from the actual commission of sin 
may be sudden, or even instantaneous : but 
his conversion to the performance of good 
depends, unier the grsice of God, on many 
circumstances, of which his previous reli- 
gious knowledge, and bis natural tempera- 
ment, are, perhaps, the chief. But how 
suddenly soever he may " cease to do evil," 
he has, in the much greater number of 
instances, yet to " learn to do well^" 

* lliis Sermon was preached a few weeks after the 
death of the Rev. Edward Burton, D.D. Regius Pro- 
fessor of Divinity. 

' Sermon " Of the doctrine of conversion." 

1 Isa. i. 16, 17. 
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Again : the reflections and feelings of 
David, for instance, of St. Peter, of St. Paul, 
of the Philippian jailer, and of the other 
converts of Scripture, must necessarily 
have been very different from each other. 
And though David in his penitence cried, 
" Have mercy on me, O Lord, for I am 
weak ; O Lord, heal me, for my bones are 
vexed : I am weary of my groaning ; every 
night wash I my bed and water my couch 
with my tears : my beauty is gone for very 
trouble^ and worn away because of mine 
enemies'' : my wickednesses are gone over 
my head, and are like a sore burden, too 
heavy for me to bear : I am feeble, and sore 
smitten; I have roared for the very dis- 
quietuess of my heart':" yet the Psalms 
in which these moving expressions are 
contained, Ornish ample and obvious proof 
that they do not relate to his conversion, 
but were the outpourings of his broken 
and contrite spirit under the persecution 
of his enemies, the oppression of bodily 
disease, or the remembrance of sins which 

* Ps. vi. S, 6, 7. Prayer Book translation. 
' Pa. xxxriii. 4, 8. ditto. 

h2 
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he had, perhaps long since, atnndoned. 
And it is remarkable that the fifty-first 
Psahn, which he composed after his griev- 
ous &U, is altogether ft-ee ft-om any de- 
scriptions or complunts of this kind ; but 
breathes throughout an unruffled spirit of 
the most profound contrition and humble 
hope. 

In the instance of St. Peter also, we are 
told no more than that *^ he went out, and 
wept bitterly" :" and in the cases of St. 
Paul, and of all the other converts of 
Scripture, we are not permitted to be- 
hold the working of their feelings at the 
period of their conversion. All this, it 
is manifest, was most wisely and graciously 
ordained, that we might not have any 
grounds to deceive ourselves by the hope, 
that by merely working up our ima^- 
ations or feelings apparently to the same 
degree with theirs, we should attain to 
the reality of their conversion. " The 
expression of penitential sorrow," says 
Bishop Taylor, " differs accor(Ung to the 
temper of the body, the sex, the age, and 

" Matthew xxvi. 76. 
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circumstances of action, and the motive 
of sorrow, and by many accidental tender- 
nesses, or masculine hardnesses : and the 
repentance is not to be estimated by the 
tears, but by the grief; and the grief is 
to be valued not by the semitive trouble, 
but by the cordial hatred of the sin, and 
ready actual dereUction of it, and a re- 
solution and real resisting its consequent 
temptations"." 

Whatever therefore were the emotions 
of David, he returned no more to the in- 
dulgence of lust and cruelty : St. Peter 
no more abjured his Master : and St. Paul 
became the most zealous and laborious 
preacher of "the faith which once he 
destroyed"." And thus by their example, 
and by that of all the other converts in 
Scripture, the sinner is taught to look 
into himself for the fruits and essentials, 
for the onlyinMlible proofs, of conversion, 
and not for its varying and accidental cir- 
cumstances. 

True conversion demands the renewal 
of the mind, the puriiying of the affections, 

" Holy Living, ch. ir. §. 9. " Qal. i. 23. 
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a new life in righteousness and holiness; 
and it is impossible for any one of these 
changes to be really made, unaccompanied 
by both the others. And whether or not 
one can look back upon a time when a 
change of this nature took place with him ; 
or whether, if he can look back upon that 
time, his conversion may have been with 
more or less distress of mind ; he may 
reckon with assured confidence, that if he is 
now living *' a godly, righteous, and sober 
life," he is in the way of peace, and re- 
quires not to turn either to the right hand 
or to the left in endeavouring to realize the 
so called experience of others ; but taking 
heed to himself, and continuing by God's 
grace in his present course, he shall at 
length attain everlasting life. He has that 
in which conversion essentially consists, 
or which has always hitherto made, and 
always hereafter, so long as he preserves it, 
will make, conversion unnecessary for him. 
But some will say. Is not conversion 
necessary to all men without exception? 
does not the Scripture tell us, " Except 
a man be bom again, he cannot see the 
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kingdom of God'';" and " except ye be 
converted, and become as little children, 
ye shall not enter into the kingdom of 
heaTen?" 

That there is *' a fault and corruption 
in the nature of every man that naturally 
is engendered of the offspring of Adam, 
whereby man is very far gone from originid 
righteousness, and is of his own nature 
inclined to evil, so that the flesh lusteth 
always contrary to the Spirit, and there- 
fore in every person bom into this world, 
it deserveth God's wrath and damnation*";" 
is a doctrine to which most of us have sub- 
scribed, and which all of us, as members 
of our Apostolic Church, profess to believe. 
That every man also, without any excep- 
tion, but of Him in whom was no sin, 
needs " the washing of regeneration and 
renewing of the Holy Ghost';" is a truth 
both necessarily consequent on this doc- 
trine, and expressly declared in Scripture, 
and in the scriptural formularies of our 
Church. All men need this spiritual 
change ; for without it no man can be 

■■ John iii. 3. ' Article IX. ' Tit. iii. 5. 
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saTed : and he that, having obtained so 
great a benefit of God, " leads the rest 
of his life accordmg to this beginnmg*," 
requires assuredly no &rther change, bat 
" continually to mortify all evil and cor- 
rupt affections, and daily" to proceed in 
his course of " virtue and godliness of 
living*." But this change is not conver- 
sion. Regeneration and renewing of the 
Holy Ghost are the gift of God ; they are 
a thing done entirely on Grod's part, and 
man is by the very terms altogether passive 
in it. Conversion, on the other hand, can- 
not indeed take place but with the aid of 
God's most holy Spirit, " without whom 
nothing is strong, nothing h holy" ;" but it 
is a thing in which man works together 
wiUi God. " Wash you, make you clean; 
put away the evil of your doings from be- 
fore mine eyes ; cease to do evil, learn to 
do well":" " cast away from you all your 
transgressions, whereby ye have trans- 

* Office ibr the Public Baptism of Infants. 

* Ibid, concluding Exhortation. 

* Collect for the Fourth Sunday after Trinity. 
' Isa. i. 16, 17. 
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gressed ; and make you a new heart and a 
new spirit':" is the language of tiie Al- 
mighty Giver of all grace, when He con- 
descends to reason with the sinner. We 
are never exhorted to be bom again ; but 
we are exhorted to convert, to be con- 
verted, to repent, and to forsake our ains. 
The passage therefore which is brought 
from our Saviour's conversation with Nico- 
demus, is irrelevant to the subject of con- 
version. 

As conversion, moreover, can take place 
only when the reason of the individual may 
be exercised on his spiritual state ; and as 
it is the turning away from a course of 
actual sin, or from the single commission 
of gross and deadly crimes, which indeed 
presuppose in those who are guilty of 
them, a great alienation from virtue both in 
mind and heart : it is in terms impossible 
in infants ; since as they have not attsdned 
to the sufficient use of their reason, they 
cannot be supposed liable to the guUt of 
actual sin. No infant then could be saved, 
if conversion were necessary to the salva- 
' Ezek. xviii. 31. 
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tion of all. Whereas He who has all 
power in heaven and earth, who hears the 
keys hoth of death and hell, has said, 
" Suffer Uttle children, and forhid them 
not, to come unto me ; for of such is the 
kingdom of heaven'." And our Church, 
in accordance with this most gracious 
declaration, teaches every young person 
submitted to her instruction to describe 
himself as having been made in his baptism 
" a member of Christ, the child of God, and 
an inheritor of the kingdom of heaven." 

Nor can it be m^tained with any 
greater soundness of argument, or with 
more convincing testimonies of Scripture, 
that it is necessary for every baptized per- 
son, who has come to years of discretion, 
to be converted in order to his salvation. 
Many, having been taught in their child- 
hood " all things which a Christian ought 
to know and beUeve to his soul's health," 
and having been '* virtuously brought up 
to lead a godly and a Christian life'," have 

• Matt. xix. 14. 

• Concluding Exhortation in the Office for Public 
Baptiem of Infanta. 
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never afterwards departed from this happy 
course, but have gone onwards in it, in- 
creasing and abounding in every good 
word and work. If then conversion be 
necessary to such as these, from what are 
they to be converted? They have never 
disregarded the great sanctions of religion ; 
have never fallen into a course of sin ; 
have never been guilty of gross crime; 
but have continued from their earliest days 
to adorn the doctrine of God our Saviour. 
The only conversion, therefore, which is 
possible to such characters as these, — 
unless conversion be taken in a much 
lower and much more limited sense than 
either the objection under our examination 
intends it, or the word itself generally 
bears, — would be ** to turn" away " ft^m 
the holy commandment''" which they have 
received and obeyed. We do not say, that 
they need no repentance ; that they have 
no sin ; and do not even in many things 
offend : but we must be permitted to main- 
tain the broad scriptural line of distinction 
that exists between the contrition, which a 

' 2 P«. ii. 21. 
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sense of his infirmities, imperfections, and 
failings, will excite in the humble and 
faithM Christian, and the reformation 
which is necessary to persons of an op- 
posite character. 

It is indeed the solemn declaration of 
our blessed Lord Himself: " Except ye be 
converted and become as little children, ye 
shall not enter into the kingdom of hea- 
ven;*' but let us enquire to whom these 
words were addressed; and whether they 
can by any legitimate mode of reasoning be 
shewn to countenance the doctrine of the 
uuiversal necessity of conversion. 

We are informed by the Evangelist, that 
the disciples came unto Jesus, saying, 
" Who is the greatest in the kingdom of 
heaven ?" and it appears from other pas- 
sages of St. Mark and St. Luke, that this 
was a subject of not unfrequent dispute and 
even of strife amongst them. In common 
with the majority of their countrymen, 
they still entertained low and worldly views 
of the Messiah's kingdom; and imagined 
that He would assuredly deUver them from 
the Roman yoke, and restore their nation 
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to as proud a state of independence, and to 
as extensive dominion, as it had ever before 
possessed. The posts of honour in this 
kingdom were earnestly coveted by the 
disciples. Having, indeed, been selected as 
the personal and constant companions of 
the Messiah, they felt already certMu of 
being promoted to a high station in his 
kingdom : but each of them desired the 
highest station for himself. Such of them 
as had been honoured with the most signal 
marks of their Master's regard, were na- 
turally envied by their less favoured fellow 
disciples ; and were disposed, as we may 
reasonably infer from the request of the 
mother of Zebedee's children, to exalt them- 
selves to the disappointment and mortifica- 
tion of the rest. 

Perceiving their low and worldly views, 
their envious and selfish feelings, our blessed 
Lord taught them, by a most instructive 
figure, how different his kingdom was Irom 
the conceptions which they indulged of it ; 
and that it was in a way directly the op- 
posite of theirs, that any of them could 
hope to attain, not to say the highest station. 
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but any place whatever, in his kingdom. 
" And Jesus called a litUe child unto him, 
and set him in the midst of them, and sfud, 
Verily I say unto you. Except ye be con- 
verted and become as little children, ye 
shall not enter into the kingdom of heaven. 
Whosoever tiierefore shall humble himself 
as this little child, the same is greatest in 
the kingdom of heaven." And He added 
on two other like occasions, " If any man 
desire to be first, the same shall be last of 
all, and servant of all" :" *' whosoever will 
be great among you, let him be your min- 
ister ; and whosoever will be chief among 
you, let him be your servant : even as the 
Son of man came not to be ministered unto, 
but to minister, and to ^ve his hfe a ransom 
for many"*." 

They were to learn, that the kingdom of 
heaven comprehended none but the poor in 
spirit; that it should not come with ob- 
servation; that it was not meat and drink, 
but righteousness, and peace, and joy in 
the Holy Ghost; that they were in com- 
parison to forsake every thing which they 

• Mark ix. 35. ' Matt. xx. 26—28. 
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loved, their dearest connections, the most 
highly prized objects of their desire in this 
world, nay, even life itself, in order to 
become worthy of it; that they should love 
as brethren, each prefenjng the other in 
honour, and rejoicing in his advancement; 
and that the greater their ambition to be 
distinguished in the kingdom of God, \h.e 
more they should abase and deny them- 
selves to render kind offices to their bre- 
thren, after the example of Him, their 
Lord and Mtister, who, when He was the 
most highest over all the earth, volunta- 
rily descended for their sakes to the lowly 
condition in which they then beheld Him. 
Their opinions, their feehngs, their conduct 
must be reversed, they must themselves be 
converted, before they could be admitted 
into his heavenly kingdom. 

But how does this prove this necessity 
of conversion to all men.^ The passage 
itself obviously excepts children from this 
necessity; for it states that the essential 
result of conversion is that of becoming as 
a Uttle child : and unless it can be proved, 
in the face of all evidence, that none of a 
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riper age are as little children, without 
being converted; it is evideat that the 
declaration of our Saviour can be extended 
no fartiier than to those, who» from a like 
reason to that wMch existed in the case of 
the disdples, would be otherwise disquali- 
fied for the heavenly state. To such only 
can it be applied: and to them it conveys 
the alarming declaration, that whether it be 
but one sin or many which they knowingly 
or carelessly indulge, it is impossible to 
reconcile Uieir present course with any 
scriptural hope of their safety. Wherever 
the fruits of the Spirit are discovered; 
wherever " the profession of a true faith*" 
is followed by a self-denying, godly, and 
beneficent life; there, with or without con- 
version, is the approved servant and child 
of God. But wherever there is an exclusive 
or predominant devotion to mere worldly 
pursuits ; wherever there are sensuality, 
hatred, variance, wrath, strife, seditions, 
heresies, envyings, pride, revellings, or such 
like; there indeed is conversion manifestly 
and indisputably needful ; since the apostle 

' Collect for Trinity Sunday. 
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declares, that '* tbey which do such things 
shall not inherit the kingdom of God'." 

Yet to such persons, turning away from 
thar wickedness that they have committed, 
the covenant of God ratified to them in 
their baptism, notwithstanding that they 
have made so light of its privileges, is full 
of unspeakable benefit: for God has therein 
put Himself under a promise, and He vrill 
&ithfully adhere to it, that in answer to 
their earnest supplications. He will vouch- 
safe to them that heavenly aid, without 
which they cannot reach true repentance. 
Though they have, like the prodigal, fool- 
ishly and ungratefully forsaken their Fa- 
ther's house, and chosen a present portion 
of brief and unworthy pleasure, in prefer- 
ence to an enduring and celestial inherit- 
ance; yet when they turn to God, con- 
fessing their unworthiness and sin. He will 
compassionately receive them. 

The doctrine, that aU men must be con- 
verted before they cau be saved, is in. 
reality based in part upon inadequate or 
erroneous views of the sacrament of bap- 

' Gal, V. 21. 
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tjsm, upon the assumed indefectibility of 
grace, and the final perseverance of all 
who shall have once been converted, '* once 
tasted of the heavenly gift*." Now all, 
except the Pelagians and their modem 
disciples of the Socinian school, acknow- 
ledge, that every man's nature must be 
renewed In order to salvation: and it is 
the doctrine of our Church, founded on the 
clearest testimonies of Holy Writ, not only 
that all persons who receive baptism rightly,, 
receive also by it this necessary renewal ; 
but that all children, moreover, who are 
baptized according to the Apostolical form 
in use amongst us, do rightly receive the 
sacrament, and are, consequently, par- 
takers of its spiritual grace. 

St. Pfaid tells us, that ** by baptism we 
are buried with Christ unto death,^* " are 
dead to sin," and instead of being " under 
the law" are " under grace^;" that " as 
many of us as have been baptized into 
Christ have put on Christ';" that " by one 
Spirit we are all baptized into one body," 

« Heb. Ti. 4. ' Rom. ti. 4, 2, 15. i Gal. ui, 27. 
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*' the body of Christ''," become " members 
of his body, of his flesh, and of his bones';" 
and St. Peter tells us, that " a figure" like 
unto that by which Noah and his family 
were preserved at the flood, " even bftptism 
doth now save us"." From which testi- 
monies, not to speak of others, we learn, 
that by baptism rightly received, there 
'* are visibly signed and sealed to us," 
as the Article expresses it, " the promises 
of foi^veness of sins," — for by it we are 
brought *' under grace," — *' and of oui* 
adoption to be the sons of God," since we 
are baptized by one Spirit into the one; 
body of Christ, are grafted into his Church, 
and become subjects of his kingdom. 

These then being the promises of God 
made in that sacrament, it follows, that 
where every thing is d<>ne on the part 
of the recipient, which is indispensably 
required, every thing is granted which has 
been promised. And as nothing can be 
done in behalf of infents, more than bring- 
ing them to Christ in his holy baptism, and 
administering it to them according to his 

' 1 Cor. xii. 13, 27. ' Eph. v. 30. - 1 Pet. iii. SI. 
i2 
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own institution; so every thing which is 
promised therein is conferred upon them : 
they are made members of Christ and 
children of God; the guilt of ordinal sin, 
and its power to tyrannize over them, are 
removed; '* and, dying before they commit 
actu^ sin, they are undoubtedly saved"." 

But it is replied, and it is with grief 
fully admitted, that many who have been 
baptized in infancy, yet exhibit at a riper 
age characters very opposite to that which 
belongs to the diildren of God : and it is 
demanded, how this is to be accounted for, 
if they have been made his children. The 
answer is obvious and most true : — ^that 
their present character is not owing to any 
caprice or unmindfulness of his promise, on 
God's part ; but simply to their ovm fault ; 
that the grace of God may, as the apostle 
testifies, be received in vain" and resisted^; 
that *' his Spirit will not always strive 
with man';" and that if any man stand, it 
is not by any thing which in the remotest 

' Rubric at the end of the Office for the Public 
Baptism of Infants. * 2 Cor. vi. 1. ' Acts vii. 61. 
■i Gen. Ti. 3. 
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degree can encourage him in high minded- 
ness and security, but by faith', which will 
lead him to fear lest through infirmity he 
fall from his own stedfastness, and ulti- 
mately expose himself to the severity of 
God's judgment. Our first parents, when 
they were in a state of perfect innocence, 
and were not tainted with any inclinations 
to evil, fell notwithstanding from this bless- 
edness, *' brought death into the worlds 
and all our woe :" and St. Paul, though he 
could say, ** henceforth there is laid up for 
me a crown of righteousness, which the 
Lord, the righteous Judge, sheill give me at 
that day*;" yet " counted not himself to 
have apprehended*^," but '* kept under his 
body, and brought it into subjection, lest 
that by any means, when he had preached 
to others, he himself should be a cast 
away"." 

And what an humbling lesson does this 
impress upon us, who at so great a dis- 
tance walk in the apostle's steps! If this 
indefatigable and holy preacher of our 

' Rom. li. 20. * 2 Tim. iv. 8. ' Phil. iii. 12. 

' 1 Cor. ix. 27. 
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f«ith so feared for himself; how shall we 
act tremble, lest that by the we^ht of any 
besetting or secret sia, we may be proved 
unworthy in the balances of God's judg- 
ment, and be at length rejected ! One sin, 
which in merely human estimation would 
he light and venial, was sufficient to bring 
death and all our other miseries — the 
danger of everlasting death — into this 
world: it made necessary, by its conse- 
quences, the whole dispensation of our 
redemption, and the death of the Son of 
God : and it has entailed upon every child 
of Adam so great depravation of nature, 
that " except one be bom of water and of 
the Spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom 
of God'." Shall we then hope, that one sin, 
allowed and unrepented of by us, who by 
the inestimable love of God are placed in 
a state of salvation, yet so much lower 
than that from which our first father by 
transgression fell, shall - be of less fatal 
consequence to ourselves, and shall not 
exclude us rom that blessed inheritsmce 
to which we nave been once adopted.^ The 

* John iii. 5. 
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fear of so great a calamity, together with 
faith in the divine promiseB, is our only 
safeguard. It will lead us to constant 
vigilance and self-denial : and so fighting, 
we shall obtain the mastery; so running, 
we shall not surely fail in our endeavours 
for die prize of our high calling. 
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Luke x. 20. 

Notwithstanding in this rejoics not, that the spirits 
are subject unto you ; but rather rejoice because 
your names are written in heaven. 

Our blessed Lord, a short time after 
his transfiguration, and as He was enter- 
ing Judeea on his way to keep .tiie feast 
of Tabernades at Jerusalem, '' appointed 
seventy" of his disciples, '* and sent them 
two and two before his face into every city 
and place of Judaea, whither He Himself 
would come'." The chief part of his com- 
mission to them was, that they should 
** heal the sick, and say unto the people, 
The kingdom of God is come nigh unto 
you." It does not appear that He con- 
ferred upon them at this time any other 
miraculous gift than that of healing : but 

■ Luke z. 1. 
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while they were engaged in the faithful and 
zealous discharge of the trust they had 
receiyed, *' the Lord confirmed their word 
with" ^ditional "signs'*;" insomuch that, 
having gone throughout all the cities, " the 
seventy returned again with joy, saying. 
Lord, even the devils are subject unto us 
through thy name." 

To this expression of the disraples' sur- 
prise and joy, our blessed Lord — with re- 
ference indeed, principally, to the glorious 
triumph which his Crospel was eventually 
to gain over the powers of darkness, yet 
with an evident and approving reference to 
their performance of bis commands — an- 
swered, " I beheld Satan as lightning 
fall fix)m heaven :" and now in reyrvd of 
your zeal and fidelity, " Behold, I give 
unto you power to tread on serpents and 
scorpions, and over all the power of the 
enemy: and nothing shall by any means 
hurt you. Notwithstanding in this rejoice 
not, that the spirits are subject unto you ; 
but rather rejoice because your names are 
written in heaven." 

" Mark xvi. 30. 
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This latter pass^e, which I have taken 
for my text, consists of two parts: the first 
containing an adrnwition; the second, an 
exhortation : and it will be my object, first, 
to explain them ; and then to deduce from 
them and enforce the general doctrine 
which they involve. 

I. The spirits which our blessed Lord 
speaks of as being subjected to the seventy 
disciples, were those evil or unclean spirits 
or devils, who at that time were permitted 
to take possession of the bodies of men, 
and whom the disciples also had spoken of 
as subject to them through his name. The 
expulsion of devils seems to have been the 
highest degree of miraculous power with 
which the messengers of Divine goodness 
even in that age were entrusted : and some 
kinds of these spirits held so obstinate 
possession of those into whom they had 
entered, that our blessed Lord declared a 
more than ordinary degree of devotion to 
be necessary in the person who would cast 
them out; " This kind can come forth by 
nothing but by prayer and fasting'." The 

° Mark iz. 29. 



..Google 



124 SERMON V. 

indiTidual case, indeed, of poBsession by an 
evil spirit, which gave rise to this observ- 
ation, He compared, in a phrase by which 
the Jews were accustomed to express a 
most difficult and unusual thing, to the 
removal of a mountain into the sea. 

The admonition, then, which our blessed 
Lord gave to his disciples would amount to 
this : — that they were not to rejoice in the 
possession even of the highest degree of 
miraculous power. Yet He is not to be 
imderstood as intending to disapprove of 
all rejoicing in the possession of such 
powers; for they were not only a subject of 
promise, but bore the most effectual and 
triumphant testimony to the truth of those 
doctrines, which the Christian preachers 
announced ; and they must therefore have 
been a just cause for some degree of joy to 
those who had received them. 

They were, however, nothing but what 
they had received ; a most trying and im- 
portant part of their probation on earth ; a 
trust of many talents indeed, but for which 
they were one day to give a strict account 
before God. 
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Considering, then, their frailty as men ; 
that the greater their talents, the greater 
was also the hazard of an unsuccessful issue 
of their trial : they were yet to " rejoice 
as though they t-ejoiced not*";" and remem- 
ber with humility and self-distrust, that 
*' to whomsoever much is given, of him 
shall much also be required"." 

II. But our blessed Lord directs his 
disciples in the second part of the text to a 
more sufficient cause for rejoicing: " rather 
rejoice that your names are written In hea- 
ven." In other parts of Scripture, Al- 
mighty God is said to have written in 
heaven a book, which is emphatically called 
his book, and also his book of remembrance, 
the book of life or of the living, and the 
Lamb's book of life. The contents of this 
book appear to be the names, the trials, 
and the actions of the faithfiil servants of 
God. Moses, when deprecating the Divine 
wrath from Israel, prays, that himself, ra- 
ther than they, might be " blotted out of 
the book which God had written in hea- 
ven'." David prays, that the enemies of 
' 1 Cor. Tu. 30. * Luke zii. 48. ' Exod. zzxii. 3S. 
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God's kingdom " may be blotted out of 
the book of the IWing, and not be written 
with the righteous':" and he says in 
another place, ** Thou tellest my wander- 
ings : put thou my tears into thy bottle : 
are they not in thy book**?" In the book 
of the prophet Malachi it is said, ** llien 
they Uiat feared the Lord spake often one 
to another; and the Lord hearkened, and 
heard it, and a book of remembrance was 
written before Him for them that feared 
the Lord, and that thought upon his name: 
and they shall be mine, saith the Lord of 
Hosts, in the day when I make up my 
jewels ; and I will spare them, as a man 
spareth his own son that serveth him'." 
So also it is written in the Psalms, that 
'* the righteous shall be had in everlasting 
remembrance'';" and in the book of the 
Revelations, that *' there shall m no wise 
enter into the heavenly Jerusalem any thing 
that defileth, neither whatsoever worketh 
abomination, or maketh a lie: but t^y 
which are written in the Lamb's book of 

• Ps. \x\x. ft8. * Pa. M. 8. ' Mai. iii. 16, 17, 
" Ps. ezii. 6. 
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life':" "He that overcometh, the same 
shall be clothed in white raiment ; and I 
wiD not blot out his name out of the book 
of life ; but I will confess his name before 
my Father, and before his angels" :" but, 
" if any man shall take away from the 
words of the book of this prt^hecy, God ■ 
shall take away his part out of the book 
of life, and out of the holy city"." 

Now all these are figurative expressions, 
to signify, not that God has, of a mere 
arbitrary will, fixed upon certain individuals 
of the human race, and appointed them 
absolutely and unconditionally to eternal 
life ; but that the Lord knows, watches 
over, and remembers, the ways of the- 
righteous; that their persons are highly 
valued by Him, as though they were his 
own sons ; that faithful perseverance in his 
service shall be rewarded with eternal 
happiness in heaven ; but that if they for- 
sake Him and do that which is evil, — how 
great soever might be the satisfaction with 
which He had once regarded them, — they 
shall be banished at the last day &om his 
' Re? . xxi. «7. - Rev. iii. 6- ■ Rev. xrii. 19. 
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presence, and thrown into eternal punish- 
ment. 

In accordance with this, the expression 
of the text, " rejoice that your names are 
written in heaven," must he understood. 
The disciples had heen, as all other men, 
" dead in trespasses and sins";" but now, 
they were " alive unto God through Jesus 
Christ their Lord ••;" they were " begotten 
again to a lively hopei;" they had '• re- 
ceived the adoption of sons'," and were 
*' come to the general assembly and church 
of the first-born which are written in hea- 
ven*:" they had forsaken dl and followed 
Christ ; and had hitherto futhfully obeyed, 
and adhered to Him. They were therefore 
dear to Him, and dear in Him to the 
Father, whose " good pleasure" it was " to 
give" unto them an everlasting " kingdom*" 
which should not be moved. Here then 
was an ample source of joy. The wonder- 
ful powers which they had derived from 
even the immediate interposition of the 
Spirit, were one day to be taken away 

• Eph. ii. 1. ' Rom. vi. 11. « 1 Pet- i. 3. 

' Gal. iv. 6. * Heb. xii. 33. ■ Luke xiL 33. 
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from them : but here was a still more 
distinguished privilege which they now 
enjoyed, and a blessed hope towards an- 
other life ; of neither of which would they 
ever be deprived, if they valued and pre- 
served them as they ought. 

Yet even here also there was cause for 
" fear and trembling." As on the one 
hand, they were rather to distrust them- 
selves than to rejoice, in their ability to 
perform the most wonderfiil works : so on 
the other hand, their rejoicing in the con- 
sciousness of God's present favour and in 
the hope of his blessed rewards, was not 
to be unconditional. They were to remem- 
ber that a race was yet to be. run, and 
a battle yet to be fought, before they could 
make themselves absolutely certain, that a 
crown of righteousness and glory was laid 
up for them. They were to bear in mind 
that they were beset with manifold sins 
and infirmities ; that they were liable to be 
dravm aside from their stedfastness by the 
deceitfulness of their own heart ; and 
that they had to " wrestle not" merely 
** against flesh and blood, but against prin- 
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cipalities, against powers, against the rulers 
of the darkness of this world, against 
spiritual wickedness in high places, against 
the wiles of the devil"," who either " as 
an angel of light*" with endless and subtle 
devices would labour to seduce, or as a 
roaring lion would seek to terrify, them 
from the narrow path of hfe. And they 
had to contemplate and watch against the 
possibiUty of their fainting by the way, 
and thus of coming short of that rest, 
which God has, of his infinite mercy and 
goodness in Christ, provided for his 
people. 

But even these momentous considerations 
were again to be counterbalanced by the 
promise of our God and Saviour Christ, 
that the Spirit of truth and power would 
help their infirmities, and puriiy thar 
hearts : cmd by the most indubitable as- 
surance, that " greater is He that was in 
them, than all they that are in the world';" 
and that how numerous soever, and subtle, 
and powerfiil, might be their enemies, they 
would possess in their Christian faith a 

■ Eph. Ti. la ' 3 Cor. xi. 14. ' 1 John iv. 4. 
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' * shield wherewith they should be able to 
quench all the fiery darts of the wicked 
one"." 

Such appears to me to be the force of 
our Lord's words in the text He would 
have his disciples regard even the highest 
miraculous gifts as a fit cause rather of 
humility and self-distrust, than of rejoic- 
ing ; but consider, on the other hand, that 
their chief and best source of delight was 
the favour of God, and the hope of his 
eTerlastiug kingdom. 

It will now require but few words to 
shew that this doctrine applies, not to tiie 
seventy disciples only, who once were in- 
structed by it, but to ourselves also. If 
such was the view they were to take of 
their power to perform signs, and wonders, 
and mighty deeds ; if this power was not 
a proper object of their unmixed com- 
placency, and the extraordinary honour 
and gifts which they had received for the 
confirmation of the Gospel were not a just 
cause of complete satisfaction to them : 
how much less could they have safely re- 
■ Eph. vi. 16. 
K 2 
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joiced in any other circumstances of tem- 
porary distinction or advantage ! And why 
was this, but, as we have considered, be- 
cause they were temporary, and were to be 
strictly accounted for before God? Have 
we then, my brethren, a longer or more 
certEiin tenure than the seventy disciples 
had of any one of the honours or advan- 
tages of time ? Have we discovered any 
means of staying that reckless hand, under 
whose power kindreds and nations, our 
friends and neighbours around us, are 
continually falling as the flower of the 
field? To ourselves, even as unto all other 
men, it is appointed once to die : we, no 
less than others, must all surrender the 
dignities, the goods, and the pleasures of 
this world : all earthly advantages and dis- 
tinctions shall fade away from our sight as 
well as from that of others ; and shall 
leave, to us, nothing but the certain aod 
continual expectation of a strict account to 
be required of the use we may have made 
of them, and to those who remain and 
come after us, the admonition, that being 
under the same dispensation and responsi- 
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bility wiUi ourselves, they should be pre- 
pared to render their account with joy, 
when their time also cometh. 

Not even so much, then, as the first 
preachers of our feith were permitted to 
rejoice in their possession of supernaturd 
power, may we rejoice in any of those 
temporal advantages or distinctions which 
the providence of God has committed to 
our trust. All these at farthest within a 
few short yeare must be, willingly or un- 
willingly, relinquished; — the wisdom of the 
prudent, the power of the mighty, the 
honours of the great, the treasures of the 
rich :- — and even from the most wretched 
beggar shall be withdrawn the offices of 
those who have laid him at the rich man's 
gate, the crumbs which fall irom the rich 
man's table, and the almost human sym- 
pathy with which even the dogs have 
soothed his pain. And do we not enquire, 
when thus it shall be even with ourselves ; 
when we too shall be stripped of all that 
this world prizes ; is there any thing in 
which we now rejoice, which shall not 
then be taken away ? 
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Our names, indeed, as those of the dis- 
ciples of old, have been written in heaven : 
we have been begotten anew to the same 
" lively hope" with them •' by the resur- 
rection of Jesus Christ from the dead;" 
and have been, * ' by the laver of regenera- 
tion in baptism, received into the number 
of the children of God, and heirs of ever- 
lasting life." Is this then the distinction 
which we most value ; this the privilege in 
which we chiefly rejoice ? Happy, beyond 
all imagination, are they who, humbly re- 
joicing therein, delight to walk as children 
of God, use this world as though they 
possessed it not, exert all their influence 
and tal^it, in whatever rank, station, or 
circumstances of life, it has pleased a good 
R"0vidence to place them ; whether in that 
of magistrates or pastors, of masters or 
parents, of friends, of servants, or of neigh- 
bours ;— for the promotion of God's glory, 
and the reformation and the welfare, tem- 
poral and eternal, of mankind. For all, 
from the highest to the very lowest and 
most wretched, have some talents which 
they -may improve to these inestimable 
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ends. Even the martyrs in the fire could 
glorify Him who had bought them with 
hi9 blood : " in afOictions, in necessities, 
in distresses, in stripes, in imprisonments, 
in tumults'," their mutual constancy and 
a£Fedion forced irom the spectator the 
exclamation, " See how these Christians 
loTe one another!" And under the most 
refined and excruciating torments which 
their persecutors could invent, their pa- 
tient endurance so powerfully recommended 
the faith and hopes of the Gospel, that " the 
blood of the martyrs" has not been unaptly 
called ** the seed of the Church." Happy 
beyond all conception are they, who, re- 
garding the goods of this world as only 
a stewardship for which they are account- 
able to God, " covet earnestly," and ever 
press forward in righteousness and holiness 
for, that better and more enduring gift, the 
prize of their high calling of G^d in Oirist 
Jesus; and " rejoice evermore''" in " the 
testimony of their conscience, that in sim- 
plicity and godly sincerity they have their 
conversation in the world*," — in the con- 

■ 2 Cor. Ti. 4, 6. * 1 Thess. v. 16. ' 2 Cor. i. IS. 
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sciousness of God's favour, and in the hope 
of his heavenly kingdom. 

Concerning those who thus abide in " the 
fellowship of the Gospel, we are confident 
of this very thing, as the apostle speaks to 
the Philippians in the Epistle for this day**, 
that ** He who hath begun" so ** good a 
work in them, will perform it until the day 
of Jesus Christ" " But if any man draw 
back," having put his hand to this best 
work, "he is unfit for the kingdom of 
heaven," and ** my soul, saith the Lord, 
shall have no pleasure in him." *Ye stand, 
my brethren, by your Christian faith, and 
your faith has life only in your Christian 
obedience and conversation. Be faithiul, 
then, and obedient unto the end, even unto 
death, if the will of God be so : and He 
will give you the crown of life, llien 
indeed shall those talents which you shall 
have faithfully and diligently occupied here, 
but which are a source of well-founded fear 
and self-distrust to you, contribute to in- 
crease your joy. Your fidelity in your 

' This Sermon was preached on the twenty-second 
Sunday after Trinity. ■ Heb. x. 38. 



..Google 



SERMON V. 137 

stewardship will be approved by the Judge 
of all : the greater your trust, the greater 
also will be your reward : and having been 
faithful in that which was another's, you 
will receive from Him that which shall 
ever be your own, the true riches, and 
the imperishable glories of heaven- 

But though '* it is meet for" us " to think 
this of you all, inasmuch as ye all are par- 
takers of heavenly " grace ;" yet it is too 
possible that some have neglected — God 
grant that they may not have despised! — 
their only enduring, but highest of all 
privileges: tliat some, forgetful of that 
pearl of inestimable price, which our Lord 
and Master has entrusted to their care, 
in their admission to the present blessings, 
the faith and hopes of his Church, are con- 
tinually hiding its lustre from them by a 
tliicker and a thicker vail, in their exclusive 
attachment to the pursuits, and the brief, 
unsatisfying pleasures of this world. May 
we then be permitted to remind persons of 
this character, that such " friendship of the 
world is enmity with God'?" and that except 

' James ir. 4. 
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they repent, and be converted from the error 
of their ways, it shall be more tolerable in 
the judgment for even the most wicked 
and abandoned of men, who have not 
possessed their privileges, than for them ? 
** Woe unto thee, Chorazin! woe unto thee, 
Bethsaida! for if the mighty works, which 
were done in you, had been done in Tyre 
and Sidon, they would have repented long 
ago in sackcloth and ashes. But I say 
imto you, It shall be more tolerable for 
Tyre and Sidon in the day of judgment, 
than for you. And thou, Capernaum, 
which art exalted unto heaven, shalt be 
brought down to hell: for if the mighty 
works, which have been done in thee, had 
been done in Sodom, it would have re- 
mained until this day. But I say unto 
you, That it shall be more tolerable for 
the land of Sodom in the day of judgment 
than for thee*." 

Ye, not less certainly than your wiser 

and more faithful fellow Christians, must 

yield up your souls to God. Ye, no more 

than they, have found out any thing in this 

< Matt, xi 21— 24. 
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life, to diminish its uncertainty or to pro- 
tract its enjoyment. Not even the wealth 
nor the possession of worlds, nor all the 
art of the most skilful physicians, could 
permit you to calculate upon one day, or 
one hour, with more certainty than the 
poorest or the most abject of your fellow- 
creatures, so that you might with less 
ultimate risk spend it in the neglect of 
your salvation. Day may come after day, 
and year after year, without giving you 
any alarm : but the swift lapse of time is 
only bringing death nearer and nearer to 
you. He will at length quickly come ; 
and then what shall be your condition, if 
this terrible visitor shall find you yet in 
your sins ! how great will your folly, how 
insane will your choice, appear to your 
own minds, if for a few brief and paltry 
pleasures, ye shall have ventured the loss 
of everlasting peace and happiness ! if ye 
shall have been so taken up with the search 
after and enjoyment of the wealth and the 
friendship of this transitory world, as to 
forget the treasures of heaven and tJie 
iriendship of God ! We speak as to wise 
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men ; judge ye what we say. To you no 
less than to others, how difficult soever it 
may be to bring home the appalling lesson 
to your hearts, it is appointed once to die, 
and after this the judgment. Like prudent 
persons, then, take the needful measures 
beforehand : prepare for the inevitable evil 
and examination before they come : and let 
it sink deep into your hearts, that the 
sooner you do so the better, since they 
may come sooner than you are aware. 

Abandon then without delay your pre- 
ference, it may be your exclusive love, of 
this world's pleasures and distinctions. 
We do not invite you to forego any of its 
real enjoyments, or to withdraw yourselves, 
in gloomy and repulsive austerity, from 
the comforts, the blameless delights, the 
blessings and society, with which the good- 
ness of God has surrounded you. We call 
you to a happier, a wiser, and yet a more 
temperate and self-denying course : for it 
is a vastly higher degree of temperance 
and self-denial, to use the world without 
abusing it, than to desert it altogether. 
We invite you to set your aflfections on 
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things above; that thus by securing one 
treasure which shall neither wax old nor 
perish, ye may with a cheerfulness which 
the votary of this world cannot raise him- 
self up to conceive, and with thankfulness 
to God, enjoy every blessing and innocent 
pleasure, which He may put within your 
reach. We counsel you that ye be trans- 
formed by the renewing of your mind, 
that ye may prove how good, and accept- 
able, as well as perfect, the will of God is : 
that so, " approving the things that are" 
truly " excellent," and rejoicing therein, 
" ye may be sincere and without offence, 
till the day of Christ ; being filled with the 
fruits of righteousness, which are by Jesus 
Christ, unto the glory and praise of God." 
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NOTES TO SERMON II. 



Note A, page 52. 

" Hactenu9 de ordine gabernandffi Ecclesise, ut nobis 
ex puro Dei verbo traditus est, de ministeriis, ut sunt 
a Christo instituta, disseruiinus. Nunc quo ista omnia 
clariuB ac iamiliarius patefiant, ac melius etiam in 
animis figantur, utile erit in lis rebus veteria Ecclesis 
&rmam recognoscere, qius nobis divwuB iiistitiitionis 
imagiTiem qucmdam ocuUs repr<esentalnt.'' J. Cttknn. 
Institut. lib. iv. c. iv. 1. 

" Unicuique civitati erat attributa certa regio, quie 
Preabjteros inde sumeret, et veluti corpori Ecclesis 
illius accenseretur." JUd, 2. 

" Illi (Presbyteri) ex suo nnmero in singulis civita- 
tibos uDUm eligebant, cui specialiter dabant titulum 
Episoopi ; ne ex sequalitate, ut fieri solet, diesidia 
nascerentur. Neque tamen sic honore et dignitate 
superior erat Episcopus ut domincum in coUegas habe- 
ret : sed quas partes habet consul in senatu, ut referat 
de n^otiis, sententias roget, consulendo, monendo, 
faortando, aliis pneeat, auctoritate sua totam actionem 
regat, et quod decretum communi consilio fiierit ex- 
Eequatur : id muueris sustinebat Episcopus in Presby- 
teronim ccetu." Ibid, 2. 

*' Dicit enim (Hieronynius) Alexandriae, a Marco 
Evangelista usque ad Heraclam et Dionygium, Pres- 
byteroa semper unum ex se electum in excelsiori gradu 
coUocasse, quern Episcopum nominabant." Ibid. 2. 
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" Sing^olft (at dizi) collegia, politue tantnin ae pacts 
conserr&ndsa gratia, nni Episcopo soberant; qai sic 
alios dignitate antecedebat, nt fratrani coetui sabjice- 
retuF." Ibid. «. 

" Presbyteros qaoqae et Diaconos sola mannnm 
impositioDe Episcopi ordinabant : sed soos Presbyteros 
quisqae Episcopus cum PresbTteronim coUegio ordi- 
nabat" Ibid. 15. 

Note B, page 53. 
" Qaamquam antem idem agebant omnes ; (scil. 
Episcopus cam Presbyteroram collegio) : qaia tameo 
prsibat Episcopus, et quasi ejas aaspicib res gerebatnr, 
ideo ipsius dicebatnr ordinatio. Uade veteres hoc atepe 
babeat, non diSere alia re ab Episcopo PreabTteram, 
nisi quia ordinandi poteetatem non babeat. ToMtitut. 
L ir> c. It. 15. 

Note C, page 54. 
" Hoc postremo habendum est, npn universam mul- 
titadinem manns imposuisse suis ministris, eed solos 
paetores. Qnamqnam incertum est an plures semper 
menas imposnerint, oec ne. Illod quidem in diaconis 
Panlo et Baruaba, et paucis qnibusdam aiiis factum 
fiiisse constat. Sed Paulus ipse alibi, se, non aUos 
complurei, Timotheo manus imposuisse commemorat. 
Admoneo te (inquit) ut groHam mscites qua in te est 
per impoaitionem manuMia mearum. Nam quod in altera 
epistola de impositione Tiumuum pretbyterii dicitur, non 
ita accipio quasi Paulus de Heuiorum collegio loqnatnr: 
sed hoc nomine ordinationem ipsam intelligo : quasi 
diceret, Fac ut gratia qnam per manuum impositionem 
recepisU, gaunt te Presbyterum crearem, non sit irrita. 
ItuHtut. L iv. c. iii. 16. 
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Note D, page 55. 

" The foreign Protestants took such great joy and 
satisfaction in this good king, (Edward the Sixth,) and 
his establishment of religion, that Bulllnger, Calvin, 
and others, in a letter to him, oifercd to make him 
their defender, and to have bishops in their churches, 
as there were in England, with a tender of their service 
to assist and unite together. This nettleil the learned 
of the Council of Trent, who came to the knowledge 
of it by some of their private intelligencers, and they 
verily thought that all the heretics, as they called 
them, would now unite among themselves, and become 
one body, receiving the same discipline exercised in 
England ; which, if it should happen, and they should 
have heretical bishops near them in those parts, they 
concluded that Rome and her clei^y would utterly 
fall. Whereupon were sent two of their emissaries 
from Rotterdam into England, who were to pretend 
themselves Anabaptists', and preach against baptizing 
infants, and preach up re-baptizing, and a iifth mo- 
narchy upon earth. And beside this, one D. G. 
aiithorized by these learned men, despatched a letter, 
written in May 1549, from Delft iu Holland, to two 
Bishops, whereof Winchester was one, signifying the 
coming of these pretended Anabaptists, and that they 
should receive them, and cherish them, and take their 
parts if they should chance to receive any checks ; 
telling them that it was left to them to assist in this 
cause, and to some others whom they knew to be well 
affected to the Mother Church." (Stiype's Memorials 
ofCranmer, pp. 207, 208. fol. Lond. 1694,) 

Calvin renewed his proposals in 1560 to Archbishop 
Parker. See Strype's Life of Parker, p. 69. See also 
Sityp^s History of the Reformation under Queen 
Elizabeth, ch. 21 . p. 946 and 70. 
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Note E, page 66. 
* " Interea tamen Ecclesisa aactoritatem, vel Pasto- 
rum, et SuperiQtendentiiim, quibua Ecclesise regendte 
provincia mandata est, sublatam nolamns. Fatemtir 
ergo Episcopos sire Paatores reverenter audiendos, qua- 
teiias pro suse functionis ratione verbnm Dei docent." 
Confestio Fidei, nomine Eccl. Gall. 

Note F, page 66. 
" Talem nobis hierarcfaiam si exhibeant, in qua sic 
emineant Episcopi, ut Christo eubesse non recusent ; 
ut ab illo, tanquam uno capite, pendeant, et ad ipsum 
referantur : in qua sic inter se fratematn societatem 
colant, ut non alto nodo, quatn ejus veritate, sint colli- 
gati : turn vera nallo non anathemate dignos fatear, 
si qui erunt, qui non earn reverenter, summfique obe- 
dieQti&, obaervent." De Necessitate Eccl. Reform. 
Opera; Amstelodami, 1667] torn. viii. p. 60. 

Note G, page 56. 
" Anglicanam ego eccleaiam esoticis, pravis, super- 
stitiosis cultibus, erroribusque aut impiie aut periculosis 
egregie ex Scripturarum coelestium norma pui^atam, 
tot tamque illustribus martyriis probatam, pietate in 
Deum, in homines caritate, laudatissimisque bonorum 
openim exemplis abundantem, lEetisaimo doctissimo- 
nim ac sapientissimorum virorum proventu jam a 
Reformationis principio ad hodierna usque tempora 
florentem, equidem eo quo debui loco ac numero habui 
hactenus, ac dum vivam habebo : Ejus bonos, nomen, 
laudes semper apud me manebunt. — ^Testes mefe hujus 
de prcestaiitissima ilia ecclesia ezistimationis possum 
laudare non paucos, neque contemnendoa viros. Ita- 
que, qui hac mente, hoc animo hactenus fui, non potui 
non judicare insignem mihi ab iis fieri injuriam qui 
mecum sic agant quasi de Britannica, vel Ecclesia, vel 
Reformation e, male sentiam." Dallaus de Cult. Lot. 
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" As for the Church of England, singularly pui^ed, 
by the rules of the Divine Scripture, from foreign, 
wicked, eiiperstitious worships, and errors either im- 
pious or dangerous ; — commeniied by bo many and so 
illuBtrioua martyrdoms, by piety towards Grod, and 
charity towards men ; — -abounding in the most re- 
nowned examples to good works; — flourishing with the 
most fruitful increase of the most learned and the 
wisest men from the very beginning of the Reformation 
even to the present times; — I have always hitherto 
held it, and while 1 live I will hold it, in just eminence 
and estimation : its honour, its lame, its praises shall 
ever abide with me. — For testimony of this my judg- 
ment concerning that most excellent Church, I can 
appeal to many considerable men. Therefore, as I 
have always had this opinion and disposition, I could 
not but think that a special injury was done to me by 
those who deal with me, as if I thought ill either of 
the British Church, or of the British Reformation." 
Note H, page 56. 

" Quod si nunc Anglicanae Ecclesife instauratse suo- 
rum Episcoporum et Archiepiscoporum auctoritate suf- 
fultse perstant : quemadmodum hoc illi nostra memoria 
contigit, ut ejus ordinis homines dod tantum insignes 
Dei martyres, sed etiam prsstantissimos Pastores ac 
Doctores habuerit : fruatur sane ista singulari Dei 
beneficentia, quee utinam sit illi perpetua." Beza Se- 
sponsio ad Tractationem de Mintstrorum Evangelii Gradi- 
btis, ab Hadriano Saravia Belga editam. Cap. 18. ad 
flnem. Printed by Johannes Le Preux 1 592, 

" Neque tamen propterea hujus tyrannidis omnes 
ArchiepiscopoB, sen Episcopos hodie vocatos accusa- 
mus. Quae fuerit enim hsec arrogantia'f Immocunctos 
sic hodie appellatos, mode sanctissimorum illorum 
Episcoporum exeinplum tmitentur, et tarn misere de- 
formatam domum Dei ad amussim ex verb! dlvini 
regula pro viribus instaurent, ut Ecclesise Christians 
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fides pasloreg, cur DOn agnoscamus ! obserremuB ! et 
omni reverentiaprosequatnurl nedum, ut qaod fiilsis- 
sime et impudentissiinc nonnnlli nobis objicinat, cui- 
quani uspiain Ecclesise sequendum noRtnim peculiare 
exemplum prfescribamus, imperitissimorum illomm 
similes, qui nihil, nisi quod ipsi agunt, rectum putant." 
Ibid. cap. 3S. p. 126. 

Note I. page 66. 

" Nee vero Augustanani confessionem repudio, cui 

pridem volens ac libeos subscripsi, sicuti earn auctor 

ipse interpretatus est." Epist. ad Martiniun Schahn- 

gium Ratisb. EcclesitB Pastorem. 

Note K. page &7. 
" Facile aatem possent Episcopi legitimam obedien- 
tiam retinere, si non urgerent serrare traditioues, quee 
bona couBcientia servari non possunt Nunc imperant 
coelibatum, nuUos recipiunt nisi jurent se param 
Evangelii doctrinani nolle docere. Non petunt Eccle- 
sise ut Episcopi honoris suijactura sarciant concordiam, 
quod tamen decebat bonos pastores fecere, Tantum 
petunt ut injusta ouera remittant, quee nova sunt et 
pneter consuetudinem EcclesizB catholicee recepta. — 
Qaod si non potest impetrari, ut relaxentur obserra- 
tioues, quEe sine peccato non possuut prsstari, oportet 
nos regulam Apostolicam sequi, qu£e pnecipit Deo 
magis obedire quam hominibus. Petrus vetat Epis- 
copot* dominari, et Ecclesiis imperare. Nunc non 
id agitur ut dominatio eripiatur Episcopis, sed hoc unnm 
petitur, ut patiantur Evangelium pure doceri, et re- 
laxant paucas quasdam observationeg, quse sine peccato 
servari non possunt. Quod si nihil remiserint, ipsi 
Tiderint, quomodo Deo rationem reddituri sint, quod 
pertinacia sua causam schismati pnebent." Aug. Con- 
feu. Art. de Potesiate Ecclesiastica, subjinem. 
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Note L. page 68. 
" Hac de re in hoc conventu SEEpe testati aumus, nos 
summa volutitate cupere cooservare politiam Eccle- 
siasticam, et gradas in Ccelesia factos etiam humana 
auctoritate. Scimus enim bono et utili consilio a 
PatrtbuB Ecclcsiasticam disci plinam hoc modo, ut 
veterea Canones describunt constitiitam esse. Sed 
Episcopi Bacerdotes nostros aut cogunt hoc doctrinte 
genus quod confessi sumus abjicere ac damnare, aut 
nova et inaudita crudelitate miseros et innocentes 
occidunt. Hx caus^ impediunt quominua B|;no3cant 
hos Episc3p03 nostri sacerdote.?. Ita sevitia Episcopo- 
rtim in cau^ est, quare alicubi dissolvitur ilia Canonica 
politia quam nos magnopere cupiebamus conservare. 
Ipsi viderint quam rationam Deo reddituri sint, qui 
dissipant Ecclesiam. 

" Porro hoc itenim volumus testatum, noa libenter 
conservaturos esse Ecclesiasticam et Canonicam poli- 
tiam, si raodo Episcopi desinant in nostras Ecclesias 
sevire. Htec nostra voluntas et coram Deo, et apud 
omnes gentes, ad omnem posteritatem excusabit noa, 
ne nobis imputari possit, quod Episcoporum autoritas 
labefactatur, ubi legerint atque audicrint homines, 
nos injustam seviciam Episcoporum deprecantes, nihil 
aaqui impetrari potuisse." Apologia Aug. Confess, de 
nutnero et usu sacramentorvm, svbjinem. 

" M. du Bosc, preacher of the reformed Church at 
Caen, in a letter of his to Dr. Brevint, June 14, an. 
] 660, writes thus : — I think not that any of my brethren 
will contradict me, if I say, that well-ordered Epis- 
copacy hiith most important and considerable utilities, 
which cannot be found in the Presbyterian Discipline. 
If we have followed the last in the Churches, it is not 
for any aversion that we have against the former : It is 
not because we hold Episcopacy to be contrary to the 
nature of the Gospel, or because we think it less con- 
venient for the good of the Churcli, or less worthy of 
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the condition of the true flocke of the Lord : bat it is 
because necessittf hath obliged us to it ; because re~ 
formatioD having been begun in this kingdom by the 
people and by inferionr Churchmen, the places of 
Bishops remained filled with men of a contrary Re- 
tigion^ so that we were constrained to content ourselves 
with Ministers and Elders, as well as we could, for 
fear of setting Bishop against Bishop in the same 
Town ; which would have caused' furious troubles and 
implacable wars, and put a great stop to the progress 
of the Gospel. — In the Church of England, Kefonna- 
tton having been begun by the Bishops, there would be 
reason to think it strange if Episcopacy had not been 
preserved therein. And if there be any in England at 
this time, that be so rigidly partial for Presbyterian 
parity, as to justle against that ancient order of Epis- 
copacy, and seek to root it quite out to the prejudice 
of Church and State, they cannot but be very much 
blamed for it." 

" Mons. Caches, one of the Ministers of Charenton, 
in one of bis letters to the same Dr. Brevint, writes 
thus: — How comes it to pass then, that those of yonr 
(English) Presbyterians, who are great, understanding, 
and wise men, have such an aversion against moderate 
Episcopacy T The name of schism may do more harm 
to the Chnrch in one year, than all the excess of 
episcopal aathority can do in an age," 

" Mons. le Moyne, in a letter to Dr. Brevint, says, — 
I confess that I conceive not by what spirit they are 
led, who oppose that (episcopal) Oovemment, and cry 
it down with such violence. For I defy any man, 
whoever he be, to shew me another Order more suit- 
able with reason, yea, or better agreeing with holy 
Scripture, and of which Grod made more use for the 
establishment of his Truth, and the amplification of 
his Kingdom. In the first age there was always some 
Subordination in the Church ; and, in the time of her 
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innocency, she was always conducted by a govemmeot 
equivalent to the episcopal." DureVs View of the 
Government and PubUck Worship of God in the Re- 
formed Churches beyond the Seas. Lond. 1662, 4to, 

" These orders of Bishops, Priests, and Deacons 
were perpetual in the Church, and instituted in the 
beginning by the Holy Ghost." — "The judgments both 
concerning doctrine and manners, over all Clergymen 
and lay persons, were in every Church in the power of 
the Bishop and Presbyter of each Church. (The Pres- 
byter in his Parish, and the Bishop in his Diocese.)" 
Bucer, Script. Angl. p. £65. 

Note M. page 58. 

" Hoc postremum habendum est, non unirersam 
maltitudem manus imposuisse suis ministris, sed solo» 
pastores." Calvin, ut supra. 

" Superest nunc altera qutestio ut legitima sit Buc- 
cessio, 8 quibus ordinandi sint Pastores. Ego quia 
nu^opere referre video, nihil in Ecclesia confuse geri, 
ni hoc modo cujusque libidini freua laxentur, et nobis 
a Spiritu Dei diserte per oa Pauli esse preescriptum, ut 
decenter et composite fiant omnia, ordiuarium ministe- 
rium reverenter semper eolendum esse censeo. Sic 
igitur fert vera ratio, et Dei mandatum, ut nemo se 
temere ingerat, nee privatus quisque sibi Pastoris 
munus nsurpet. Sed ut Pastorum judicio electits, et 
gregi (Alatus ipso consentiente approbetur. Hue accedat 
Bolennis manuum impoaitio, quam ordinationem vo- 
cant." Calvin. £^nst. ad Regem Polonia, 
Note N. page 69. 

" De ordine ficclesiastico docent, quod nemo debeat 
in Ecclesia publice docere, aut sacraments adminis- 
rare, nisi rite vocatus." Avg. Conf. Art. XIV. 

" Ergo ut quis censeatur verus Ecclesite minister, 
primo rite vocatns sit oportet." Calv. Institnt. I. ir. 
c. iii. 10. 
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" Si promiscae &s non est, quosvia ad Pastonun 
muDUB ascendere, rite vocari et institui Decease est, 
qui se probarc volent legitimos, et hooore dignos." 
Cfde. Ep, ad Regent Poion. 

Note O, page 59. 
" Hie fateor, optandum esset, ut valeret continua 
succesBio, ut functio ipsa quaSi per maaua traderetur." 
Colo. iind. Conf. Notes M and N. 

Note P, page 59. 
*' QoaQquain non nego quin Apostolos postea qao- 
que, vel saltern eoram loco Erangelistas ioterdum 
excitant Deus, ut nostra tempore factum est. Talibus 
enim qui Ecclesiam ab Antichristi defectione redu- 
cerent, opus fuit." Calv. Institat. \. iv. c. iii. 4. 

Note Q, p^e 69. 
" Remedium vera affert Deus ipse, dum idoneos et 
probos doctores excitat, qui Ecclesiam in deformibus 
Papatns minis jacentem cedificent. Atque omnino ex- 
traordinaiimn fait hoc munus, quod Dominus nobis 
injunxit, dum opera nostra ad colligeudas Hcclesias 
oBus est. Qui ergo ita prseter speoi homiaum insolito 
modo repente apparuerunt sincerae pietatis vindices, 
eorum vocatio a communi regula cestimari non debet. 
Csetemm, hac lege divinitus vocati sunt, ut Ecclesiis 
recte compositje, alios Pastores substituant in suam 
locum." Call: Bp. ad Regem Pol. 
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